











from the experiences of adjustment to the
results of one's failures. Men who prefer
optimistic illusions to reality can never
become wise. Only those who face facts
and adjust them to ideals can achieve
wisdom. Wisdom embraces both the fact
and the ideal and therefore saves its devo-
tees from both of those barren extremes of
philosophy—the man whose idealism
excludes facts and the materialist who is
devoid of spiritual outlook. Those timid
souls who can only keep up the struggle of
life by the aid of continuous false illusions
of success are doomed to suffer failure and
experience defeat as they ultimately awa-
ken from the dream world of their own
imaginations.” (P1779:6, 160:4.8)

“And it is in this business of facing failure
and adjusting to defeat that the far-reaching
vision of religion exerts its supreme influ-
ence. Failure is simply an educational epi-
sode—a cultural experiment in the acquire-
ment of wisdom—in the experience of the
God-seeking man who has embarked on
the eternal adventure of the exploration of
a universe. To such men defeat is but a new
tool for the achievement of higher levels of
universe reality.” (P1780:1, 160:4.9)

“The teachings of Jesus, even though great-
ly modified, survived the mystery cults of
their birth time, the ignorance and supersti-
tion of the dark ages, and are even now
slowly triumphing over the materialism,
mechanism, and secularism of the twenti-
eth century. And such times of great testing
and threatened defeat are always times of
great revelation.” (P2082:9, 195:9.3)

The Urantia Book is a wake-up call to
our planet from the rest of the inhabited
universe, telling us where we are, who we
are, and why we are, as individuals and as
a collective human family. It is also the
story of why up to now we have been
largely ignorant of our origins, history, and
destiny, and of our place in the vast
universe that our small world has always
had a beloved place in, no matter how
blind we’ve been to that. We have never
been alone, as individuals nor as a world,
and now The Urantia Book is given us to
reveal our true home—that of our world in
space and that of our individual beings in
the heart of the eternal Creator of all
things.

The spirit of God lives within each of
us, to guide us through the universe after
this life to his presence at the Source and
Center of all things. Finally, the book is
also a year by year, day by day, even
minute by minute account of the life and
teachings of Joshua ben Joseph, Jesus of
Nazareth, told by eyewitnesses to the
events of the noblest and most selfless life
ever lived, a story not limited by human
vision and understanding that clarifies and
illuminates the Biblical account.

You can find The Urantia Book in libraries and
bookstores, or you can order it from the internet. There is
a network of Urantia Book study groups all over the
world and visitors are always welcome. For study group
information, or information about general reader services,
international seminars and conferences, fellowship
gatherings, or availability of study and inspirational
materials, contact:

Ft Collins Faithers
Jill (970-267-9001), Cale (970-481-9046), Eric (303-808-1050),
or Kristen (970-988-1418)

www.urantiastudyaids.com

Dealing with Defeat
and Failure

“...life will become a burden of existence
unless you learn how to fail gracefully.
There is an art in defeat which noble souls
always acquire; you must know how to
lose cheerfully; you must be fearless of
disappointment. Never hesitate to admit
failure. Make no attempt to hide failure
under deceptive smiles and beaming opti-
mism. It sounds well always to claim
success, but the end results are appalling.
Such a technique leads directly to the crea-
tion of a world of unreality and to the
inevitable crash of ultimate disillusion-
ment.” (P1779:5, 160:4.7)

“And it is in this business of facing failure
and adjusting to defeat that the far-reaching
vision of religion exerts its supreme influ-
ence. Failure is simply an educational
episode—a cultural experiment in the
acquirement of wisdom—in the experience
of the God-seeking man who has embarked
on the eternal adventure of the exploration
of a universe. To such men defeat is but a
new tool for the achievement of higher
levels of wuniverse reality.” (P1780:1,
160:4.9)



“The measure of the spiritual capacity of
the evolving soul is your faith in truth and
your love for man, but the measure of your
human strength of character is your ability
to resist the holding of grudges and your
capacity to withstand brooding in the face
of deep sorrow. Defeat is the true mirror in
which you may honestly view your real
self.” (P1740:4, 156:5.17)

“When the suffering servant obtains a
vision of God, there follows a soul peace
which passes all human understanding.”
P1663:1, 148:6.3

“...the smile of fortune that bestows un-
earned leisure and undeserved wealth may
be the greatest of human afflictions; the
apparent cruelty of a perverse fate that
heaps tribulation upon some suffering mor-
tal may in reality be the tempering fire that
Is transmuting the soft iron of immature
personality into the tempered steel of real
character.” P1305:4, 118:10.9

“Even as mortals, so have these angels
been father to many disappointments, and
they will point out that sometimes your
most disappointing disappointments have
become your greatest blessings. Sometimes
the planting of a seed necessitates its death,
the death of your fondest hopes, before it
can be reborn to bear the fruits of new life
and new opportunity. And from them you
will learn to suffer less through sorrow and
disappointment, first, by making fewer per-
sonal plans concerning other personalities,
and then, by accepting your lot when you
have faithfully performed your duty.”
P555:4, 48:6.25

“The bonds of time may seem to afflict
you, but the God of eternity loves you. And
when the time of judgment shall come, fear
not, you shall all find, not only justice, but
an abundance of mercy.” P1649:3, 147:3.3

“When you pass through the waters of
affliction, I will be with you, and when the
rivers of adversity overflow you, I will not
forsake you.” P1662:2, 148:5.5

The Urantia Book offers a unique and
uplifting look at the vicissitudes of life. It
teaches how you can rise above your suf-
fering, sorrow, defeat, failure, and loneli-
ness. The following references will provide
you with more information.

Page Topic
P142:1,12:9.6 Real trouble, lasting

disappointment...
Failure of these
diverse...

Both the victor and
the vanquished...
But life will
become...

Paper 193, section 4 The Causes of
Judas’ Downfall
The teachings of
Jesus...

Paper 196 The Faith of Jesus

P740:1, 65:8.5
P1778:2, 160:3.4

P1779:5, 160:4.7

P2082:9, 195:9.3

“Real trouble, lasting disappointment,
serious defeat, or inescapable death can
come only after self-concepts presume
fully to displace the governing power of
the central spirit nucleus, thereby disrupt-
ing the cosmic scheme of personality
identity.” P142:1, 12:9.6

“Failure of these diverse endowments to
synchronize and co-ordinate may cause
time delays, but if the individual really
knows God and desires to find him and
become like him, then survival is assured
regardless of the handicaps of time.
Physical status may handicap mind, and
mental perversity may delay spiritual at-
tainment, but none of these obstacles can
defeat the whole-souled choice of will.”
(P740:1, 65:8.5)

“All too often, when we battle for the right,
it turns out that both the victor and the
vanquished have sustained defeat. | heard
the Master say only yesterday that ‘the
wise man, when seeking entrance through
the locked door, would not destroy the door
but rather would seek for the key where-
with to unlock it.” Too often we engage in
a fight merely to convince ourselves that
we are not afraid.” (P1778:2, 160:3.4)

“But life will become a burden of existence
unless you learn how to fail gracefully.
There is an art in defeat which noble souls
always acquire; you must know how to
lose cheerfully; you must be fearless of dis-
appointment. Never hesitate to admit fail-
ure. Make no attempt to hide failure under
deceptive smiles and beaming optimism. It
sounds well always to claim success, but
the end results are appalling. Such a
technique leads directly to the creation of a
world of unreality and to the inevitable
crash of ultimate  disillusionment.”
(P1779:5, 160:4.7)

“Success may generate courage and pro-
mote confidence, but wisdom comes only



to become a living organism transcending
social institutions. The authors of the book
seek to encourage and strengthen all religious
institutions toward the fulfillment of their
unique potentials in ministering to the spiritual
needs of humanity.

How Can The Urantia Book Contribute
to Our Christian Heritage?

There are three basic reasons for ministers and
Christian leaders to take the time to read The
Urantia Book:

1. The book is being discovered by thou-
sands of people at an increasing rate. You may
find it helpful to having a working knowledge
of the quality and scope of its message.

2. In the judgment of many ministers and
Christian leaders, the book contains the great-
est stimulus to spiritual growth in contempo-
rary literature. You may wish to examine the
basis for this opinion.

3. You may be a searcher for philosophical
and religious truth. If so, you are aware of the
limitations of our historic philosophic-religious
resources. You will find The Urantia Book one
of the most enlightening sources of spiritual
truth you have ever read.

Hopefully, these reasons will motivate you to
read this book. Through its pages you will dis-
cover new aspects of reality and deeper
insights into living spiritual truth that will
enhance your work and daily living. The
Urantia Book has a wealth of resource infor-
mation and insight to help solve problems in
our complex society. It presents the highest
principles of judicious thinking and healthful
living. Its message emphasizes balance and
maturity while teaching respect for established

traditions, laws, and usages. The spiritual uni-
verse is so realistically and authentically por-
trayed, it can be instrumental in lifting one’s
life to a new level of spiritual effectiveness.

by Meredith Sprunger, 1980

The Urantia Book is a wake-up call to our
planet from the rest of the inhabited universe,
telling us where we are, who we are, and why we
are, as individuals and as a collective human
family. It is also the story of why up to now we
have been largely ignorant of our origins, history,
and destiny, and of our place in the vast universe
that our small world has always had a beloved
place in, no matter how blind we’ve been to that.
We have never been alone, as individuals nor as a
world, and now The Urantia Book is given us to
reveal our true home—that of our world in space
and that of our individual beings in the heart of the
eternal Creator of all things.

The spirit of God lives within each of us, to
guide us through the universe after this life to his
presence at the Source and Center of all things.
Finally, the book is also a year by year, day by day,
even minute by minute account of the life and
teachings of Joshua ben Joseph, Jesus of Nazareth,
told by eyewitnesses to the events of the noblest
and most selfless life ever lived, a story not limited
by human vision and understanding that clarifies
and illuminates the Biblical account.

You can find The Urantia Book in libraries and
bookstores, or you can order it from the internet. There is a
network of Urantia Book study groups all over the world and
visitors are always welcome. For study group information, or
information about general reader services, international
seminars and conferences, fellowship gatherings, or
availability of study and inspirational materials, contact:

The Ft Collins Faithers
Jill (970-267-9001), Cale (970-481-9046), Eric (303-808-1050), or
Kristen (970-988-1418)

www.urantiastudyaids.com

The Urantia Book and
Our Christian Heritage

Rarely does one find a book on theology or
religion which has the potential of changing
the conceptual patterns of our culture. Over
twenty years ago a small group of United
Church of Christ ministers discovered a
stimulating volume entitled The Urantia Book.
Urantia Foundation published this book in
1955.

Since that time other clergymen and tens of
thousands of laypersons have become inter-
ested in this unusual book. The overwhelming
consensus is that it will receive universal
recognition. This challenging book is a fasci-
nating document for personal spiritual growth
and intellectual development. It may become
the most important source of information revi-
talizing the church and restructuring theology
since the Reformation.

The growing number of ministers and religious
leaders discovering the book are surprised that
a publication of this spiritual quality and po-
tential has remained virtually unknown for
over twenty-five years. A partial answer is
because the publishers have not promoted it.
They believe that the low-key evolutionary
process of person-to-person introductions is
the wisest method of acquainting people with
the book. In addition, there are three major
factors which have discouraged clergymen and
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other Christian leaders from a serious evalua-
tion of its message:

1. It comes from a source that is not known
and trusted by religious and theological
groups.

2. Itis a large book (2,097 pages) and some
sections can be difficult to read.

3. It claims to be new revelation and
understandably causes suspicion, if not fear or
hostility.

Hopefully, we have left those days of cultural
naiveté when claims of authority are regarded
as a criterion of truth. Revelatory authenticity
is a secondary consideration. The primary
challenge posed by The Urantia Book is
pragmatic. Does it have something creative
and constructive to contribute to our modern
philosophic-religious outlook? Evaluated on
the basis of spiritual insight, philosophical
coherence, and reality-centeredness, it pre-
sents, in the judgment of thousands of people
who have critically examined it, the finest
world view of religion available to contempo-
rary society.

The Urantia Book, like any other book on
religion, should be read critically but with an
open, spirit-guided mind. It is not, and should
not be seen as, a challenge to the Canonical
literature of the church. Canonical literature,
including the Bible, is the result of divine
initiative and guidance that has been tested by
centuries of experience and wisdom in the
church. The Urantia Book, like all other con-
temporary literature, can only serve as an
adjunct to the scriptural sources of faith in the
church. You will find that it supports an en-
lightened Biblical approach to religion. Most
people have a greater appreciation of the Bible

as a result of reading The Urantia Book.
Although individuals may determine the per-
sonal value of the book in a relatively short
time, its worth and place in the church can only
be determined by generations, if not centuries,
of experience.

An Integrated Universe

The Urantia Book presents an integrated, hol-
istic view of the universe. It combines the best
traditional concepts of God with the most
meaningful present day concepts (Tillich, Teil-
hard de Chardin, Whitehead) into a uniquely
coherent system.

A hierarchical, structured astronomical uni-
verse, teaming with millions of inhabited
planets, is paralleled by a similar spiritual
cosmology. The book presents a superior un-
derstanding of our planetary history, dynamics,
and destiny. Evolution functions as the key
physical and spiritual modus operandi of the
universe. The mechanisms of the physical uni-
verse are integrated with the purposes of mind
and spirit overcontrol. An excellent summary
of the development of religion and the growth
of civilization is given with conciseness and
insight. The authors’ penetrating analysis of
religion, culture, and the family is of excep-
tional quality.

The last section of The Urantia Book contains
an extended version of the life and teachings of
Jesus. This inspiring presentation of the be-
stowal mission of Jesus to our world brings life
and authenticity to the sketchy New Testament
story. Its teachings are basically acceptable to
all religions. They emphasize the religion of
Jesus which is unifying rather than the religion
about Jesus which tends to be divisive. The

central challenge of contemporary human
beings is to make a balanced effort to achieve
God-consciousness. Growth toward perfection
(God) is seen as the fundamental motivation of
life. This growth is evolutionary, culminating,
and virtually endless.

A Resource Not an Imperative

Although the message of The Urantia Book is
solidly rooted in the perennial philosophy and
religious experience of the past, it does present
an enlarged view of the universe and God.
Religious institutions usually find expanded
knowledge and insight difficult to assimilate.
Light can blind as well as guide. Truth that is
presented prematurely brings frustration and
rejection. The Urantia Book, therefore, may be
disturbing to some people even though it is
supportive and positive toward all people and
all human efforts in the search for truth and
spiritual understanding.

The Urantia Book is among the most signifi-
cant sources of spiritual guidance available to
present-day society, but it is not an end in
itself, nor is it a necessary means to spiritual
enlightenment. Its potentials for individual and
social growth, however, are so great it should
be highly recommended to all who are inter-
ested in the creative possibilities of a spiritual
renaissance in our society. Its message is
balanced and profound. Its approach is open
and benign. There are no threats or coercions
to “believe.” It seeks to work in and through
the evolutionary process and within the social
institutions of our world. The Urantia Book
strives to stimulate the spiritual regeneration
and evolutionary advancement of all human-
kind. It points out that the kingdom of God is
an invisible spiritual fellowship that is destined




The Urantia Book on
Evolution

“The physical systems of time and space are
all evolutionary in origin.” (P360:4, 32:3.2)

“Life does not originate spontaneously. Life
is constructed according to plans...” (P396:1,
36:0.1)

“The long-drawn-out evolutionary proc-
esses of peoples, planets, and universes are
under the perfect control of the universe
creators and administrators and unfold in
accordance with the eternal purpose of the
Universal Father, proceeding in harmony and
order and in keeping with the all-wise plan of
God.” (P46:6, 3:2.2)

“Excepting perfect beings of Deity origin,
all will creatures in the superuniverses are of
evolutionary nature, beginning in lowly estate
and climbing ever upward, in reality inward.”
(P361:3, 32:3.8)

“The perfection of the creatures of time,
when finally achieved, is wholly an acquire-
ment, a bona fide personality possession.
While the elements of grace are freely ad-
mixed, nevertheless, the creature attainments
are the result of individual effort and actual
living, personality reaction to the existing
environment.” (P361:4, 32:3.9)

“It would be just as easy for the Universal
Father to make all mortals perfect beings, to
impart perfection by his divine word. But that
would deprive them of the wonderful experi-
ence of the adventure and training associated
with the long and gradual inward climb, an
experience to be had only by those who are so
fortunate as to begin at the very bottom of
living existence.” (P361:6, 32:3.11)
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Although evolution is a complex and con-
troversial subject, the following references will
help you understand its purpose and meanings:

Reference Topic

Paper 36, section 6 Living Forces

Paper 58 Life Establishment on Urantia
Paper 62 Dawn Races of Early Man
Paper 63 The First Human Family
Paper 65 Overcontrol of Evolution

The Urantia Book is a wake-up call to our planet
from the rest of the inhabited universe, telling us
where we are, who we are, and why we are, as
individuals and as a collective human family. It is
also the story of why up to now we have been
largely ignorant of our origins, history, and destiny,
and of our place in the vast universe that our small
world has always had a beloved place in, no matter
how blind we’ve been to that. We have never been
alone, as individuals nor as a world, and now The
Urantia Book is given us to reveal our true home—
that of our world in space and that of our individual
beings in the heart of the eternal Creator of all
things. The spirit of God lives within each of us, to
guide us through the universe after this life to his
presence at the Source and Center of all things.
Finally, the book is also a year by year, day by day,
even minute by minute account of the life and
teachings of Joshua ben Joseph, Jesus of Nazareth,
told by eyewitnesses to the events of the noblest and
most selfless life ever lived, a story not limited by
human vision and understanding that clarifies and
illuminates the Biblical account.

You can find The Urantia Book in libraries and
bookstores, or you can order it from the internet. There is
a network of Urantia Book study groups all over the
world and visitors are always welcome. For study group
information, or information about general reader services,
international seminars and conferences, fellowship
gatherings, or availability of study and inspirational
materials, contact:

Ft Collins Faithers
Jill (970-267-9001), Cale (970-481-9046), Eric (303-808-1050),
or Kristen (970-988-1418)
www. urantiastudyaids.com
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The Power of Love
What is Love?

“...love is the greatest thing in the universe...Love is
the desire to do good to others.”  P648:4, 56:10.21

“I declare to you that my Father in Paradise does rule
a universe of universes by the compelling power of his

love. Love is the greatest of all spirit realities.”
P1608:2, 143:1.4

All true love comes from God

“All true love is from God, and man receives the divine
affection as he himself bestows this love upon his
fellows. Love is dynamic. It can never be captured; it is
alive, free, thrilling, and always moving. Man can never
take the love of the Father and imprison it within his
heart. The Father’s love can become real to mortal man
only by passing through that man’s personality as he in

turn bestows this love upon his fellows.”
P1289:3, 117:6.10

Love for others

“While you cannot observe the divine spirit at work
in your minds, there is a practical method of discovering
the degree to which you have yielded the control of your
soul powers to the teaching and guidance of this in-
dwelling spirit of the heavenly Father, and that is the
degree of your love for your fellow men.” P1642:2, 146:3.6

“You cannot truly love your fellows by a mere act of
the will...It is not so important to love all men today as it
is that each day you learn to love one more human being

. Love is infectious, and when human devotion is
intelligent and wise, love is more catching than hate. But
only genuine and unselfish love is truly contagious. If
each mortal could only become a focus of dynamic
affection, this benign virus of love would soon pervade
the sentimental emotion-stream of humanity to such an
extent that all civilization would be encompassed by
love, and that would be the realization of the brother-
hood of man.” P1098:3, 100:4.6

“Devote your life to proving that love is the greatest
thing in the world. It is the love of God that impels men
to seek salvation. Love is the ancestor of all spiritual

goodness, the essence of the true and the beautiful.”
P2047:5,192:2.1
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The Urantia Book is a book about love. Love is the most
powerful force in the universe. Below are references
given to you with love. Hope you enjoy them.

The Love of God

...the great test of idealism...

...tolerance will grow into friend-
ship

P1431:1, 130:2.6 ..the supreme experience of

living...

Paper 140: Section 5 Fatherly and Brotherly Love

P1574:8, 140:5.15 four supreme reactions of
fatherly love...

...the greatest relationship in the
world...

Mutual self-expression

P1776:2,160:2.8 The enthusiasm for living

P1922:1,177:2.3 ...supreme reality...

Paper 180: Section 1 The New Commandment

Paper 2, section 5
P804:17,71:4.5
P1098:1, 100:4.4

P1615:5, 143:6.4

P1775:7, 160:2.6

The Urantia Book is a wake-up call to our planet
from the rest of the inhabited universe, telling us where
we are, who we are, and why we are, as individuals and
as a collective human family. It is also the story of why
up to now we have been largely ignorant of our origins,
history, and destiny, and of our place in the vast
universe that our small world has always had a beloved
place in, no matter how blind we’ve been to that. We
have never been alone, as individuals nor as a world,
and now The Urantia Book is given us to reveal our true
home—that of our world in space and that of our
individual beings in the heart of the eternal Creator of all
things. The spirit of God lives within each of us, to
guide us through the universe after this life to his
presence at the Source and Center of all things. Finally,
the book is also a year by year, day by day, even minute
by minute account of the life and teachings of Joshua
ben Joseph, Jesus of Nazareth, told by eyewitnesses to
the events of the noblest and most selfless life ever
lived, a story not limited by human vision and
understanding that clarifies and illuminates the Biblical
account. For more information, contact:

Ft Collins Faithers
Jill (970-267-9001), Cale (970-481-9046), Eric (303-808-1050), or
Kristen (970-988-1418)
www. urantiastudyaids.com
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How to Pray

What is prayer?

“Prayer is entirely a personal and spontaneous expression
of the attitude of the soul toward the spirit; prayer should be
the communion of sonship and the expression of fellowship.
Prayer, when indited by the spirit, leads to co-operative spiri-
tual progress. The ideal prayer is a form of spiritual commun-
ion which leads to intelligent worship. True praying is the
sincere attitude of reaching heavenward for the attainment of
your ideals.” (P1618:6, 144:2.2)

What is the reason for prayer?

“Prayer induces the human ego to look both ways for help:
for material aid to the subconscious reservoir of mortal
experience, for inspiration and guidance to the superconscious
borders of the contact of the material with the spiritual...”
(P997:3, 91:3.5)

How does one pray effectively?
“Pray as Jesus taught his disciples—honestly, unselfishly,
with fairness, and without doubting.” (P999:8, 91:6.6)

Is prayer itself a solution to earthly problems?

“Prayer must never be so prostituted as to become a
substitute for action. All ethical prayer is a stimulus to action
and a guide to the progressive striving for idealistic goals of
superself-attainment.” (P997:7, 91:4.2)

“Prayer is the breath of the soul and should lead you to be
persistent in your attempt to ascertain the Father’s will.
...Again | say to you: Ask and it shall be given you; seek and
you shall find; knock and it shall be opened to you. For every
one who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who
knocks the door of salvation will be opened.” (P1619:1,
144:2.3)

The Urantia Book has much to say about prayer and worship
which you may have never heard before. Below are more
references. We hope you enjoy them.

Reference Topic

Paper 91, section 1  The Evolution of Prayer

Paper 91, section 8 Praying as a Personal Experience
Paper 91, section 9  Conditions of Effective Prayer
Paper 144, section 2 The Discourse on Prayer

Paper 144, section 3 The Believer’s Prayer

Paper 144, section 4 More About Prayer

Paper 144, section 5 Other Forms of Prayer

Paper 146, section 2 At Jotapata
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“Jesus brought to God, as a man of the realm, the greatest
of all offerings: the consecration and dedication of his own
will to the majestic service of doing the divine will. Jesus
always and consistently interpreted religion wholly in terms of
the Father’s will. When you study the career of the Master, as
concerns prayer or any other feature of the religious life, look
not so much for what he taught as for what he did. Jesus never
prayed as a religious duty. To him prayer was a sincere
expression of spiritual attitude, a declaration of soul loyalty, a
recital of personal devotion, an expression of thanksgiving, an
avoidance of emotional tension, a prevention of conflict, an
exaltation of intellection, an ennoblement of desire, a vindica-
tion of moral decision, an enrichment of thought, an invigora-
tion of higher inclinations, a consecration of impulse, a clari-
fication of viewpoint, a declaration of faith, a transcendental
surrender of will, a sublime assertion of confidence, a revela-
tion of courage, the proclamation of discovery, a confession of
supreme devotion, the validation of consecration, a technique
for the adjustment of difficulties, and the mighty mobilization
of the combined soul powers to withstand all human tenden-
cies toward selfishness, evil, and sin. He lived just such a life
of prayerful consecration to the doing of his Father’s will and
ended his life triumphantly with just such a prayer. The secret
of his unparalleled religious life was this consciousness of the
presence of God; and he attained it by intelligent prayer and
sincere worship—unbroken communion with God—and not by
leadings, voices, visions, or extraordinary religious practices.”
(P2088:5, 196:0.10)

The Urantia Book is a wake-up call to our planet from the
rest of the inhabited universe, telling us where we are, who we
are, and why we are, as individuals and as a collective human
family. It is also the story of why up to now we have been
largely ignorant of our origins, history, and destiny, and of our
place in the vast universe that our small world has always had
a beloved place in, no matter how blind we’ve been to that. We
have never been alone, as individuals nor as a world, and now
The Urantia Book is given us to reveal our true home—that of
our world in space and that of our individual beings in the
heart of the eternal Creator of all things. The spirit of God
lives within each of us, to guide us through the universe after
this life to his presence at the Source and Center of all things.
Finally, the book is also a year by year, day by day, even
minute by minute account of the life and teachings of Joshua
ben Joseph, Jesus of Nazareth, told by eyewitnesses to the
events of the noblest and most selfless life ever lived, a story
not limited by human vision and understanding that clarifies
and illuminates the Biblical account.

You can find The Urantia Book in libraries and
bookstores, or you can order it from the internet.

Ft Collins Faithers
Jill (970-267-9001), Cale (970-481-9046), Eric (303-808-1050), or
Kristen (970-988-1418)

www.urantiastudyaids.com
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whim and caprice and made rules to fit their personal
advantage. Civilized society sees the universe as gov-
erned by law and recognizes justice even when it is
against their personal welfare.

3. There is progression from egocentricity and
selfishness to love and ecumenical relationships, from
self-expression to self-mastery, from negative fear reac-
tion to positive self-actualization motivation. Maslow
points out that the evolution of human needs takes the
following order of priority: physiological needs, safety
needs, love needs, self-esteem needs, and self-actualiza-
tion needs.

4. There is a transfer from external control to internal
control, from group rights to individual rights, from
force and coercion to freedom and creativity. Primitive
peoples need strict rules and control; an advanced soci-
ety promotes good and wise behavior through individual
volition. Augustine was referring to the spiritually ma-
ture person when he said, “Love God and do as you
like.”

5. There is an over-all direction in the evolutionary
process toward spiritual perfection. But even the mean-
ing of perfection is mediated to each person through his
or her progressive experiences. Knowledge is always a
function of being. And we are evolving beings.

We Need a New Spiritual Cosmology

Contemporary discoveries in astronomy have re-
placed the old “three story” universe with a concentric
universe. Vast spiral galaxies populate the universe. The
Swedish astronomer C.V.L. Charlier also believes we
may live in a hierarchical universe. We live in an enor-
mous, expanding universe which is virtually limitless.
Our traditional circumscribed universe with the earth at
its center has turned out to be a myopic illusion. The
astronomical universe appears to function like a vast or-
ganism with innumerable families of suns passing
through tremendous but predictable cycles from birth to
death. Most astronomers hypothesize that the universe is
populated with myriads of inhabited planets in all stages
of evolution. Man’s egocentric position in the universe
we must now recognize is an untenable view.

Our traditional spiritual cosmology based on the
three-story universe is hopelessly outdated. Any relevant
spiritual cosmology must be built on current astronomi-
cal frames of reference. If a spiritual universe is to be
taken seriously, it must also be projected on a vast,
concentric, hierarchical scale with the traditional

“Paradise” at the center of this enormous physical-
mindal-spiritual creation.

Thomas Dick, a progressive religious philosopher of
a century ago, saw the implications of our growing
knowledge of the universe when he said, “It is now
considered by astronomers, as highly probable, if not
certain—from late observations, from the nature of
gravitation, and other circumstances—that all the sys-
tems of the universe revolve around one common center
and that this center may bear as great a proportion, in
point of magnitude, to the universal assemblage of sys-
tems as the sun does to his surrounding planets. And
since our sun is five hundred times larger than the earth
and all the other planets and satellites taken together—
on the same scale, such a central body would be five
hundred times larger than all the systems and worlds in
the universe. Here, then, may be a vast universe itself,
an example of material creation, exceeding all the rest in
magnitude and splendor and in which are blended the
glories of every other system.” (If A Man Die - Harry C.
Mark, p. 84) Circa 1970
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network of Urantia Book study groups all over the world and
visitors are always welcome. For study group information, or
information about general reader services, international
seminars and conferences, fellowship gatherings, or
availability of study and inspirational materials, contact:
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Jill (970-267-9001), Cale (970-481-9046), Eric (303-808-1050), or
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What is Reality?
By Meredith Sprunger

The problem of reality is the central concern of
philosophy and the culminating quest for meaning in
human experience. Human beings react in harmony with
their perceptual and conceptual field of reference. What
we believe to be causative and irreducible, our concept
of reality, determines the basic character of our
thoughts, feelings, and actions. Our philosophy is a
synthesis of our cultural heritage, personal experience,
scientific knowledge, and rational-creative thinking. The
synthesis of human knowledge and experience is always
a contemporary task that is never finished or complete.
The understanding of life is cumulative. Periodically a
new and enlarged synthesis takes place. Historically,
there have been many major enlargements of Western
philosophy. The Greek synthesis attempted to integrate
the discipline of logical reasoning with the values of
antiquity. Thomas Aquinas combined the insights of
Aristotelian philosophy with the basic values of Christi-
anity. Rene Descartes postulated a matter-mind dualism
which opened the door for the development of the
physical sciences. Immanuel Kant worked out a
philosophic synthesis which harmonized the rational
approach of traditional philosophy, the empiricism of
the emerging physical sciences, and Christian values.
Pragmatism endeavored to accommodate the rich
contributions of the biological sciences. Existentialism
evolved largely as an attempt to actualize the human
potentials opened up by the developing social sciences.
A new major synthesis is needed. Traditional terms and
boundaries are inadequate. References to the “natural”
and the “supernatural” are prescientific frames of
reference that have little meaning in our contemporary
understanding of the nature of things. We are beginning
to recognize that idealism and naturalism are authentic
aspects of a larger concept of reality. A new unity is
emerging amid diversity and complexity. Our experi-
ence is pluralistic. Psychologically we perceive three
basic forms of reality: matter (energy), mind (conscious-
ness), and spirit (value). These are our basic sources of
knowledge. From our human perceptual point of view,
matter is the basic substance of the universe. There are
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many forms of matter—light, heat, electricity, magnet-
ism, chemism, and energy are essentially the same thing.
The electromagnetic scale represents various levels of
energy phenomena. The immediate control of matter is
largely governed by empirical cause and effect mecha-
nisms. From a short range view matter appears to
demonstrate random and mechanistic behavior; a longer
range view shows lawful, intelligent, and purposeful
behavior.

Mind is the controlling function of reality in the
material universe. The most elemental form of control
systems are found in atomic structure, chemical
reactions, and biological codes.

The largest empirical forms demonstrating mind
over-control of matter are found in planetary and
universe evolutionary dynamics. Mind appears to
operate on differential levels from simple organic matter
through lower organisms to highly complex organisms
like human beings. Mind (control functions) as it
operates on the material level is usually classified as a
form of physical energy, but these control aspects of
matter are the result of indigenous mind qualities
associated with matter. Mind is a form of energy that is
not only capable of association with different configura-
tions of matter but also with different aspects of spiritual
reality.

Spirit is the highest and most determinative form of
reality. Spirit eventually governs mind, which, in turn,
dominates matter. From a human point of view, the
foundations of the universe are material which are
controlled by mind that is ultimately directed by
personality the essence of which is spirit. Human
awareness of spiritual reality is largely limited to our
truth, beauty, and goodness perception that eventually
evolves a God-consciousness. In addition to our mindal
capacity for value perception, there is a reality aspect of
the human mind known variously as the Superconscious,
the Inner Light, the Indwelling Spirit, or the Thought
Adjuster which is a spiritual source of guidance slowly
transforming human beings in the direction of the
“Image of God.” Spirit is the highest form of universe
energy—the basic nature of Ultimate Reality.

Basic Characteristics of Reality Experience

Matter, mind, and spirit are inter-associated in differ-
ential levels of complexity. The electromagnetic scale
(electrical waves, radio waves, heat waves,white light,
ultra violet rays, gamma rays, and cosmic rays) illus-

trates the various forms of physical energy which inter-
associate with each other and with mind and spirit
phenomena in innumerable combinations. We know
very little about mind phenomena but recognize differ-
ential activities of the subconscious, the conscious, and
the superconscious aspects of mind.

Psychiatrists such as Dr. Richard Bucke see evidence
of an evolving quality of mind which he called “cosmic
consciousness.” Laboratory experiments in extra sensory
perception suggest that we may some day discover what
might be called “mind circuits.” These and undiscovered
aspects of mind inter-associating and combining with
forms of physical and spiritual energy result in exceed-
ingly complex manifestations of experiential reality.

All of these experiential aspects of reality are
integrated in our experience through the unique capacity
of personality. Through personality experience mind
intervenes between matter and spirit bringing about an
organization, understanding, and unity to our experi-
ence. Without this mindal integrating capacity between
matter and spirit, we would be confronted with a schizo-
phrenic reality experience.

There is a basic integrative unity of reality in the
universe. Our contemporary understanding of matter,
mind, and spirit is approaching a common semantic de-
scription: energy. For the first time in our planetary
history the physicist, the psychologist, and the theolo-
gian are speaking of the same broad descriptive reality.
We are beginning to realize that the traditional areas of
investigation and study are artificially separated. In
nature and life we have holistic situations in which many
influences are operative. Even formal study programs
reflect this kind of thinking in courses like biochemistry,
astrophysics, physiological psychology, cultural anthro-
pology, etc.

Diversity is a surface phenomenon. When we look
underneath and within, we see a universal unity. The
main structure of the DNA is the same in a mollusk, as
rose, or a human being. The millions of species of plant
and animal life share the same chemical elements of
matter. To penetrate the surface diversity of experience
and understand the basic lawfulness and unity of all
things is the essential goal of science, the arts, philoso-
phy, and religion. Intellectually, this unitary reality has
been given various names: The Absolute, The Great |
Am, Ultimate Reality, etc. The religious designation for
this unitary reality has also been given many names:
God, Allah, Jehovah, Ahura Mazda, etc. The universe is
a vast integrated creation which is controlled by a
unified, infinite mind.

Evolution is the Fundamental Dynamic
of the Universe

Human knowledge is relative, partial, and progres-
sive. This is demonstrated in our maturation and
socialization experience, in our general scientific know-
ledge, and our historical knowledge. Our relative know-
ledge, however, is generally dependable. Knowledge
must always be evaluated from the level of our experi-
ence. To a small child fire and poisonous drugs must be
a real danger; for a knowledgeable adult these same
objects may be a safe means of sustaining life. A person
driving a car must regard a brick wall as a solid obstruc-
tion; as a physicist this person may regard it largely as
empty space.

Our knowledge and experience must always be
correlated with our evolutionary development. Prema-
ture knowledge (not prepared by experience) can be
disastrous. Attempting to live by regressive knowledge
leads to stagnation and destruction. As we make deci-
sions and take action on the basis of our highest
experiential evolutionary knowledge we are eventually
led to wisdom. The wisdom and experience of each level
of development prepares us to the knowledge and expe-
rience of the next stage of development. This process
appears to be endless.

There is, therefore, a constant need in each genera-
tion for the reinterpretation and relevant application of
the basic truths of experience. Although the basic
principles of evolving a healthy individual and sound
society are relatively constant, the form and emphasis
which they take are constantly changing. Whenever this
process of growth does not take place in a civilization
such a society will decay. The eternal command is “Be
you perfect, even as [ am perfect,” but what that means
must be discovered by the individual and society at each
stage of development.

There are various developmental purposes involved
in the evolutionary process:

1. There is movement from the physical through the
mental-cultural to the spiritual. Primitive people empha-
size physical regulations and pleasures. Civilized people
stress the discipline and development of the mind. The
sages and saints of society cultivate the spiritual
achievements of finding truth, establishing brotherhood,
and knowing God.

2. There is development from randomness, lawless-
ness, and arbitrariness to lawfulness, justice, order, and
design. Early human beings saw life as determined by



Reference Topic
Paper 12 The Universe of
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Local Universe
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The Urantia Book is a wake-up
call to our planet from the rest of
the inhabited universe, telling us
where we are, who we are, and
why we are, as individuals and as
a collective human family. It is
also the story of why up to now
we have been largely ignorant of
our origins, history, and destiny,
and of our place in the vast
universe that our small world has
always had a beloved place in, no
matter how blind we’ve been to
that. We have never been alone,
as individuals nor as a world, and
now The Urantia Book is given
us to reveal our true home—that
of our world in space and that of
our individual beings in the heart
of the eternal Creator of all
things. The spirit of God lives
within each of us, to guide us
through the universe after this life

to his presence at the Source and
Center of all things. Finally, the
book is also a year by year, day
by day, even minute by minute
account of the life and teachings
of Joshua ben Joseph, Jesus of
Nazareth, told by eyewitnesses to
the events of the noblest and most
selfless life ever lived, a story not
limited by human vision and
understanding that clarifies and
illuminates the Biblical account.

You can find The Urantia Book in
libraries and bookstores, or you can
order it from the internet. There is a
network of Urantia Book study groups
all over the world and visitors are
always welcome. For study group
information, or information about
general reader services, international
seminars and conferences, fellowship
gatherings, or availability of study and
inspirational materials, contact:

Ft Collins Faithers
Jill (970-267-9001), Cale (970-481-
9046), Eric (303-808-1050), or Kristen
(970-988-1418)

www.urantiastudyaids.com

Is the Universe
Inhabited?

Is there intelligent life
on other worlds?

In order implement the Divine Plan for
Creating, Deity created time, space, and
the material universes. And, over the
millennia since then, Deity has populated
the universes with countless billions of
beings of all sorts. The earth contains only
a very small fraction of a percent of all
such beings.

The vast majority of these are spirit and
semi-spirit beings, wholly invisible to us.
The universe is literally teeming with an-
gels, of which earth has its fair share. In
addition there are other orders of spirit
beings other than angels in large numbers
on this  planet.  Lucifer,  Satan,
Melchizedek, Adam and Eve, and Jesus are
all extra-terrestrial beings who have visited
earth.

We are told that, within the local planetary
“system” there are over 600 planets which
hold material beings comparable to
mankind in the sense that they are material,
upright-walking bipeds, sexually repro-
ductive, and have free will. Concerning
non-breathers, the book says, “You
would be more than interested in the
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planetary conduct of this type of mortal
because such a race of beings inhabits a

sphere in close proximity to Urantia.”
(P564:3, 49:3.6) (emphasis added)

“The immensity of the far-flung crea-
tion of the Universal Father is utterly
beyond the grasp of finite imagination;
the enormousness of the master uni-
verse staggers the concept of even my
order of being. But the mortal mind can
be taught much about the plan and
arrangement of the universes; you can
know something of their physical
organization and marvelous administra-
tion; you may learn much about the
various groups of intelligent beings
who inhabit the seven superuniverses
of time and the central universe of eter-
nity.”

“Your world, Urantia, is one of many
similar inhabited planets which com-
prise the local universe of Nebadon.
This universe, together with similar
creations, makes up the superuniverse
of Orvonton, from whose capital,
Uversa, our commission hails. Orvon-
ton is one of the seven evolutionary
superuniverses of time and space which
circle the never-beginning, never-end-
ing creation of divine perfection—the
central universe of Havona. At the
heart of this eternal and central uni-
verse is the stationary Isle of Paradise,
the geographic center of infinity and
the dwelling place of the eternal God.”
(P1:5, 0:0.5)

“Your planet is a member of an
enormous cosmos; you belong to
a well-nigh infinite family of
worlds, but your sphere is just as
precisely administered and just as
lovingly fostered as if it were the
only inhabited world in all exis-
tence.” (P183:1, 15:14.9)

“The myriads of planetary systems
were all made to be eventually inhab-
ited by many different types of intelli-
gent creatures, beings who could know
God, receive the divine affection, and
love him in return. The universe of
universes is the work of God and the
dwelling place of his diverse creatures.
‘God created the heavens and formed
the earth; he established the universe
and created this world not in vain; he
formed it to be inhabited.”” (P21:2,
1:0.2)

“The enlightened worlds all recognize
and worship the Universal Father, the
eternal maker and infinite upholder of
all creation. The will creatures of uni-
verse upon universe have embarked
upon the long, long Paradise journey,
the fascinating struggle of the eternal
adventure of attaining God the Father.
The transcendent goal of the children of
time is to find the eternal God, to com-
prehend the divine nature, to recognize
the Universal Father. God-knowing
creatures have only one supreme ambi-
tion, just one consuming desire, and

that is to become, as they are in their
spheres, like him as he is in his Para-
dise perfection of personality and in his
universal sphere of righteous suprem-
acy. From the Universal Father who in-
habits eternity there has gone forth the
supreme mandate, ‘Be you perfect,
even as I am perfect.” In love and mer-
cy the messengers of Paradise have
carried this divine exhortation down
through the ages and out through the
universes, even to such lowly animal-
origin creatures as the human races of
Urantia.” (P21:3, 1:0.3)

“The Grand Universe. Seven superuni-
verses make up the present organized
grand universe, consisting of approxi-
mately seven trillion inhabitable worlds
plus the architectural spheres and the
one billion inhabited spheres of Ha-
vona.” (P166:8, 15:2.9)

“There is in the mind of God a plan
which embraces every creature of all
his vast domains, and this plan is an
eternal purpose of boundless opportu-
nity, unlimited progress, and endless
life. And the infinite treasures of such a
matchless career are yours for the
striving!” (P365:3, 32:5.7)

The Urantia Book tells us there
are billions of inhabited planets in
the superuniverses. Here are some
more references we hope will
help you wunderstand God’s
infinite plan:




Sin and Euvil

“The moral will creatures of the evolutionary
worlds are always bothered with the unthinking
question as to why the all-wise Creators permit
evil and sin. They fail to comprehend that both
are inevitable if the creature is to be truly free.”
(P615:3, 54:3.1)

“Evil is the immature choosing and the unthink-
ing misstep of those who are resistant to good-
ness, rejectful of beauty, and disloyal to truth.
Evil is only the misadaptation of immaturity or
the disruptive and distorting influence of igno-
rance. Evil is the inevitable darkness which fol-
lows upon the heels of the unwise rejection of
light. Evil is that which is dark and untrue, and
which, when consciously embraced and willfully
endorsed, becomes sin.” (P1429:1, 130:1.5)

“Evil is the unconscious or unintended trans-
gression of the divine law, the Father's will. Evil
is likewise the measure of the imperfectness of
obedience to the Father's will.” (P1660:2,
148:4.3)

“The fact of finiteness is not evil or sinful. The
finite world was made by an infinite Creator—it
is the handiwork of his divine Sons—and
therefore it must be good. It is the misuse, distor-
tion, and perversion of the finite that gives origin
to evil and sin.” (P1222:2, 111:6.3)

“There is mighty power in the expulsive energy
of a new and sincere spiritual affection. And
again | say to you, be not overcome by evil but
rather overcome evil with good.” P1738:4,
156:5.5

The Urantia Book explains in detail about sin
and evil. We've included some further refer-
ences:
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P842:8, 75:4.6: the wrong way to achieve
righteous ends

P1159:4, 105:6.4: origin of potential evil

Paper 130: Section 1: At Joppa—Discourse on
Jonah

P1458:7, 132:2.10: The possibility of evil

Paper 148: Section 4: Evil, Sin, and Iniquity

Paper 148: Section 5: The Purpose of Affliction

Paper 148: Section 6: The Misunderstanding of
Suffering—Discourse on Job

P1770:3, 159:5.11: three ways of contending
with, and resisting, evil

Paper 132: Section 2: Good and Evil

P2056:1, 193:4.3: subdue these evils by love

The Urantia Book is a wake-up call to our planet
from the rest of the inhabited universe, telling us
where we are, who we are, and why we are, as
individuals and as a collective human family. It is also
the story of why up to now we have been largely
ignorant of our origins, history, and destiny, and of our
place in the vast universe that our small world has
always had a beloved place in, no matter how blind
we’ve been to that. We have never been alone, as
individuals nor as a world, and now The Urantia Book
is given us to reveal our true home—that of our world
in space and that of our individual beings in the heart
of the eternal Creator of all things. The spirit of God
lives within each of us, to guide us through the
universe after this life to his presence at the Source
and Center of all things. Finally, the book is also a
year by year, day by day, even minute by minute
account of the life and teachings of Joshua ben Joseph,
Jesus of Nazareth, told by eyewitnesses to the events
of the noblest and most selfless life ever lived, a story
not limited by human vision and understanding that
clarifies and illuminates the Biblical account.

You can find The Urantia Book in libraries and
bookstores, or you can order it from the internet.
There is a network of Urantia Book study groups all
over the world and visitors are always welcome. For
study group information, or information about general
reader  services, international seminars and
conferences, fellowship gatherings, or availability of
study and inspirational materials, contact:

The Ft Collins Faithers

Jill (970-267-9001), Cale (970-481-9046), Eric (303-808-
1050), or Kristen (970-988-1418)
www.urantiastudyaids.com
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Jesus’ Religion
of Personal Experience

“I have come into the world to proclaim spiritual
liberty to the end that mortals may be empowered to
live individual lives of originality and freedom before
God. I do not desire that social harmony and fraternal
peace shall be purchased by the sacrifice of free per-
sonality and spiritual originality.....You do not have to
see alike or feel alike or even think alike in order spiri-
tually to be alike. Spiritual unity is derived from the
consciousness that each of you is indwelt, and increas-
ingly dominated, by the spirit gift of the heavenly
Father. Your apostolic harmony must grow out of the
fact that the spirit hope of each of you is identical in
origin, nature, and destiny.” (P1591:6, 141:5.1)

“I have come, not to reveal the Father to the child-
ren of Israel, but rather to bring this knowledge of God
and the revelation of his love and mercy to the
individual believer as a genuine personal experience.
The prophets have all taught you that Yahweh cares
for his people, that God loves Israel. But | have come
among you to proclaim a greater truth, one which
many of the later prophets also grasped, that God loves
you—every one of you—as individuals. All these
generations have you had a national or racial religion;
now have I come to give you a personal religion.”
(P1629:5, 145:2.4)

“I have called you out of the darkness of authority
and the lethargy of tradition into the transcendent light
of the realization of the possibility of making for
yourselves the greatest discovery possible for the
human soul to make—the supernal experience of
finding God for yourself, in yourself, and of yourself,
and of doing all this as a fact in your own personal
experience. And so may you pass from death to life,
from the authority of tradition to the experience of
knowing God; thus will you pass from darkness to
light, from a racial faith inherited to a personal faith
achieved by actual experience; and thereby will you
progress from a theology of mind handed down by
your ancestors to a true religion of spirit which shall
be built up in your souls as an eternal endowment.”
(P1731:1, 155:6.3)
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“I have come, not to reveal the Father to the child-
ren of Israel, but rather to bring this knowledge of God
and the revelation of his love and mercy to the
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The prophets have all taught you that Yahweh cares
for his people, that God loves Israel. But | have come
among you to proclaim a greater truth, one which
many of the later prophets also grasped, that God loves
you—every one of you—as individuals. All these
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be built up in your souls as an eternal endowment.”
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“The hope of human brotherhood can only be
realized when, and as, the divergent mind religions of
authority become impregnated with, and overshad-
owed by, the unifying and ennobling religion of the
spirit—the religion of personal spiritual experience.”
(P1732:1, 155:6.8)

The following references may help you better
understand Jesus’ teachings on personal religion vs.
institutional allegiance:

Reference Topic
Paper 99: The Social Problems of Religion
Paper 103: The Reality of Religious Experience

Paper 129, section 4: The Human Jesus

Paper 132, section 3: Truth and Faith

Paper 162, section 7: The Discourse on Spiritual Freedom
Paper 133, section 6: At Ephesus: Discourse on the Soul
Paper 196: The Faith of Jesus

The Urantia Book is a wake-up call to our planet from
the rest of the inhabited universe, telling us where we are,
who we are, and why we are, as individuals and as a
collective human family. It is also the story of why up to
now we have been largely ignorant of our origins, history,
and destiny, and of our place in the vast universe that our
small world has always had a beloved place in, no matter
how blind we’ve been to that. We have never been alone,
as individuals nor as a world, and now The Urantia Book
is given us to reveal our true home—that of our world in
space and that of our individual beings in the heart of the
eternal Creator of all things. The spirit of God lives
within each of us, to guide us through the universe after
this life to his presence at the Source and Center of all
things. Finally, the book is also a year by year, day by
day, even minute by minute account of the life and
teachings of Joshua ben Joseph, Jesus of Nazareth, told
by eyewitnesses to the events of the noblest and most
selfless life ever lived, a story not limited by human
vision and understanding that clarifies and illuminates the
Biblical account.

You can find The Urantia Book in libraries and
bookstores, or you can order it from the internet. There is
a network of Urantia Book study groups all over the
world and visitors are always welcome. For study group
information, or information about general reader services,
international seminars and conferences, fellowship
gatherings, or availability of study and inspirational
materials, contact:

Ft Collins Faithers
Jill (970-267-9001), Cale (970-481-9046), Eric (303-808-1050),
or Kristen (970-988-1418)
www.urantiastudyaids.com
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The Urantia Book
Teaches Us About God

“The Universal Father is the God of all creation,
the First Source and Center of all things and
beings. First think of God as a creator, then as a
controller, and lastly as an infinite upholder.”
P21:1,1:0.1

“On a planet of sex creatures, in a world where the
impulses of parental emotion are inherent in the
hearts of its intelligent beings, the term Father be-
comes a very expressive and appropriate name for
the eternal God. He is best known, most universally
acknowledged, on your planet, Urantia, by the
name God. The name he is given is of little impor-
tance; the significant thing is that you should know
him and aspire to be like him.” P23:3, 1:1.6

“He is a saving person and a loving Father to all
who enjoy spiritual peace on earth, and who crave
to experience personality survival in death.” P23:5,
1:2.2

“The Father's love follows us now and throughout
the endless circle of the eternal ages. As you pon-
der the loving nature of God, there is only one
reasonable and natural personality reaction thereto:
You will increasingly love your Maker; you will
yield to God an affection analogous to that given
by a child to an earthly parent; for, as a father, a
real father, a true father, loves his children, so the
Universal Father loves and forever seeks the wel-
fare of his created sons and daughters.” P40:1,
2:5.9

“Mortal man cannot possibly know the infinitude
of the heavenly Father. Finite mind cannot think
through such an absolute truth or fact. But this
same finite human being can actually feel—
literally experience—the full and undiminished
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impact of such an infinite Father's LOVE.” P50:4,
3:4.6

“Therefore man's nearest and dearest approach to
God is by and through love, for God is love.”
P50:5, 3:4.7

PAPER 1 The Universal Father

PAPER 2 The Nature of God

PAPER 3 The Attributes of God

PAPER 4 God’s Relation to the Universe
PAPER 5 God’s Relation to the Individual
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up to now we have been largely ignorant of our origins,
history, and destiny, and of our place in the vast
universe that our small world has always had a beloved
place in, no matter how blind we’ve been to that. We
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a year by year, day by day, even minute by minute
account of the life and teachings of Joshua ben Joseph,
Jesus of Nazareth, told by eyewitnesses to the events of
the noblest and most selfless life ever lived, a story not
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and illuminates the Biblical account.
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Jesus Taught

God is our father and our friend. He is a
loving, merciful, generous and forgiv-
ing parent who loves even His children
who reject Him. God is NOT a stern
and unforgiving judge. He would have
us love and encourage each other even
as He loves and supports us. This life
on earth is important as the beginning
point in an eternal career of being an
ambassador of God's spiritual kingdom.

This gospel was so powerful in the
minds and hearts of believing men and
women that it did (and still can) cure
the ill, comfort the afflicted, reassure
the dying and inspire all who accept it
to a life of joy and loving service.

The Urantia Book is a new revelation
of divine truth. It will challenge the
very best in you. It will bring forth the
gifts of renewal of faith, the certainty of
salvation, the enhancement of know-
ledge, the progressive attainment of
wisdom, and the enrichment of your
ability to love God and your neighbor
alike. It skillfully integrates science, re-
ligion, and philosophy. Within its pages
are amazing accounts of the nature of
God, universe origin and destiny, the
history and evolution of earth, and the
entire life and teachings of Jesus. The
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Urantia Book discusses such diverse
topics as history, life after death,
personal spiritual growth, and marriage
and family. It is divided into four
sections: The Central and Superuni-
verses, the Local Universe, the History
of Urantia (“our heavenly place,”
earth), and the Life and Teachings of
Jesus. Readers around the globe agree
that reading The Urantia Book is a life-
transforming experience.

You can find The Urantia Book in
libraries and bookstores, or you can
order it from the internet. There is a
network of Urantia Book study groups
all over the world and visitors are
always welcome. For study group
information, or information about
general reader services, international
seminars and conferences, fellowship
gatherings, or availability of study and
inspirational materials, contact:

The Ft Collins Faithers
Jill (970-267-9001), Cale (970-481-
9046), Eric (303-808-1050), or Kristen
(970-988-1418)
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the fact that God simultaneously hears that man’s prayer.
Even the forgiveness of sin operates in this same unerring
fashion. The Father in heaven has forgiven you even before
you have thought to ask him, but such forgiveness is not
available in your personal religious experience until such a
time as you forgive your fellow men. God’s forgiveness in
fact is not conditioned upon your forgiving your fellows,
but in experience it is exactly so conditioned. And this fact
of the synchrony of divine and human forgiveness was thus
recognized and linked together in the prayer which Jesus
taught the apostles.

4. There is a basic law of justice in the universe which
mercy is powerless to circumvent. The unselfish glories of
Paradise are not possible of reception by a thoroughly self-
ish creature of the realms of time and space. Even the infi-
nite love of God cannot force the salvation of eternal
survival upon any mortal creature who does not choose to
survive. Mercy has great latitude of bestowal.

5. They who would receive mercy must show mercy;
judge not that you be not judged. With the spirit with which
you judge others you also shall be judged. Mercy does not
wholly abrogate universe fairness. In the end it will prove
true: “Whoso stops his ears to the cry of the poor, he also
shall some day cry for help, and no one will hear him.” The
sincerity of any prayer is the assurance of its being heard;
the spiritual wisdom and universe consistency of any peti-
tion is the determiner of the time, manner, and degree of
the answer. A wise father does not literally answer the fool-
ish prayers of his ignorant and inexperienced children,
albeit the children may derive much pleasure and real soul
satisfaction from the making of such absurd petitions.

6. When you have become wholly dedicated to the
doing of the will of the Father in heaven, the answer to all
your petitions will be forthcoming because your prayers
will be in full accordance with the Father’s will, and the
Father’s will is ever manifest throughout his vast universe.
What the true son desires and the infinite Father wills IS.
Such a prayer cannot remain unanswered, and no other sort
of petition can possibly be fully answered.

7. The cry of the righteous is the faith act of the child of
God which opens the door of the Father’s storehouse of
goodness, truth, and mercy, and these good gifts have long
been in waiting for the son’s approach and personal appro-
priation. Prayer does not change the divine attitude toward
man, but it does change man’s attitude toward the change-
less Father. The motive of the prayer gives it right of way
to the divine ear, not the social, economic, or outward relig-
ious status of the one who prays.

8. Prayer may not be employed to avoid the delays of
time or to transcend the handicaps of space. Prayer is not
designed as a technique for aggrandizing self or for gaining
unfair advantage over one’s fellows. A thoroughly selfish
soul cannot pray in the true sense of the word. Said Jesus:
“Let your supreme delight be in the character of God, and
he shall surely give you the sincere desires of your heart.”

“Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will
act.” “For the Lord hears the cry of the needy, and he will
regard the prayer of the destitute.”

9. “I have come forth from the Father; if, therefore, you
are ever in doubt as to what you would ask of the Father,
ask in my name, and I will present your petition in accor-
dance with your real needs and desires and in accordance
with my Father’s will.” Guard against the great danger of
becoming self-centered in your prayers. Avoid praying
much for yourself; pray more for the spiritual progress of
your brethren. Avoid materialistic praying; pray in the
spirit and for the abundance of the gifts of the spirit.

10. When you pray for the sick and afflicted, do not
expect that your petitions will take the place of loving and
intelligent ministry to the necessities of these afflicted ones.
Pray for the welfare of your families, friends, and fellows,
but especially pray for those who curse you, and make
loving petitions for those who persecute you. “But when to
pray, | will not say. Only the spirit that dwells within you
may move you to the utterance of those petitions which are
expressive of your inner relationship with the Father of
spirits.”

11. Many resort to prayer only when in trouble. Such a
practice is thoughtless and misleading. True, you do well to
pray when harassed, but you should also be mindful to
speak as a son to your Father even when all goes well with
your soul. Let your real petitions always be in secret. Do
not let men hear your personal prayers. Prayers of thanks-
giving are appropriate for groups of worshipers, but the
prayer of the soul is a personal matter. There is but one
form of prayer which is appropriate for all God’s children,
and that is: “Nevertheless, your will be done.”

12. All believers in this gospel should pray sincerely
for the extension of the kingdom of heaven. Of all the
prayers of the Hebrew scriptures he commented most ap-
provingly on the petition of the Psalmist: “Create in me a
clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Purge me from secret sins and keep back your servant from
presumptuous transgression.” Jesus commented at great
length on the relation of prayer to careless and offending
speech, quoting: “Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth;
keep the door of my lips.” “The human tongue,” said Jesus,
“is a member which few men can tame, but the spirit within
can transform this unruly member into a kindly voice of
tolerance and an inspiring minister of mercy.”

13. Jesus taught that the prayer for divine guidance
over the pathway of earthly life was next in importance to
the petition for a knowledge of the Father’s will. In reality
this means a prayer for divine wisdom. Jesus never taught
that human knowledge and special skill could be gained by
prayer. But he did teach that prayer is a factor in the en-
largement of one’s capacity to receive the presence of the
divine spirit. When Jesus taught his associates to pray in
the spirit and in truth, he explained that he referred to
praying sincerely and in accordance with one’s enlighten-

ment, to praying wholeheartedly and intelligently, earnestly
and steadfastly. P.1638 - §1 to P.1639 - §2 (146:2.1)

1. Prayer is an expression of the finite mind in an effort
to approach the Infinite.

2. When a prayer is apparently unanswered, the delay
often betokens a better answer, although one which is for
some good reason greatly delayed. (168:4.4)

But great sorrow later attended the misinterpretation of
the Master’s inferences regarding prayer. There would have
been little difficulty about these teachings if his exact
words had been remembered and subsequently truthfully
recorded. But as the record was made, believers eventually
regarded prayer in Jesus’ name as a sort of supreme magic,
thinking that they would receive from the Father anything
they asked for. For centuries honest souls have continued to
wreck their faith against this stumbling block. How long
will it take the world of believers to understand that prayer
is not a process of getting your way but rather a program of
taking God’s way, an experience of learning how to recog-
nize and execute the Father’s will? It is entirely true that,
when your will has been truly aligned with his, you can ask
anything conceived by that will-union, and it will be
granted. And such a will-union is effected by and through
Jesus even as the life of the vine flows into and through the
living branches. P.1946 - 82 (180:2.4)

The Urantia Book is a wake-up call to our planet from
the rest of the inhabited universe, telling us where we are,
who we are, and why we are, as individuals and as a
collective human family. It is also the story of why up to
now we have been largely ignorant of our origins, history,
and destiny, and of our place in the vast universe that our
small world has always had a beloved place in, no matter
how blind we’ve been to that. We have never been alone,
as individuals nor as a world, and now The Urantia Book is
given us to reveal our true home—that of our world in
space and that of our individual beings in the heart of the
eternal Creator of all things.

The spirit of God lives within each of us, to guide us
through the universe after this life to his presence at the
Source and Center of all things. Finally, the book is also a
year by year, day by day, even minute by minute account of
the life and teachings of Joshua ben Joseph, Jesus of
Nazareth, told by eyewitnesses to the events of the noblest
and most selfless life ever lived, a story not limited by
human vision and understanding that clarifies and
illuminates the Biblical account. For more information,
contact:

The Ft Collins Faithers
Jill (970-267-9001), Cale (970-481-9046), Eric (303-808-1050), or
Kristen (970-988-1418)

www.urantiastudyaids.com
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Prayer

Prayer is only monologuous in the most primitive type
of mind. It early becomes a dialogue and rapidly expands to
the level of group worship. Prayer signifies that the pre-
magical incantations of primitive religion have evolved to
that level where the human mind recognizes the reality of
beneficent powers or beings who are able to enhance social
values and to augment moral ideals, and further, that these
influences are superhuman and distinct from the ego of the
selfconscious human and his fellow mortals. True prayer
does not, therefore, appear until the agency of religious
ministry is visualized as personal. P.995 - 83 (91:1.4)

Prayer is little associated with animism, but such
beliefs may exist alongside emerging religious sentiments.
Many times, religion and animism have had entirely sepa-
rate origins. P.995 - 84 (91:1.5)

When man learned that prayer could not coerce the
gods, then it became more of a petition, favor seeking. But
the truest prayer is in reality a communion between man
and his Maker. P.996 - §1 (91:2.3)

During the earlier times of racial evolution and even at
the present time, in the day-by-day experience of the aver-
age mortal, prayer is very much a phenomenon of man’s
intercourse with his own subconscious. But there is also a
domain of prayer wherein the intellectually alert and spiri-
tually progressing individual attains more or less contact
with the superconscious levels of the human mind, the
domain of the indwelling Thought Adjuster. In addition,
there is a definite spiritual phase of true prayer which
concerns its reception and recognition by the spiritual
forces of the universe, and which is entirely distinct from
all human and intellectual association. P.996 - 84 (91:2.6)

As it is conceived by successive generations of praying
mortals, the alter ego evolves up through ghosts, fetishes,
and spirits to polytheistic gods, and eventually to the One
God, a divine being embodying the highest ideals and the
loftiest aspirations of the praying ego. And thus does prayer
function as the most potent agency of religion in the con-
servation of the highest values and ideals of those who
pray. From the moment of the conceiving of an alter ego to
the appearance of the concept of a divine and heavenly
Father, prayer is always a socializing, moralizing, and
spiritualizing practice. P.997 - §1 (91:3.3)
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Aside from all that is superself in the experience of
praying, it should be remembered that ethical prayer is a
splendid way to elevate one’s ego and reinforce the self for
better living and higher attainment. Prayer induces the
human ego to look both ways for help: for material aid to
the subconscious reservoir of mortal experience, for inspi-
ration and guidance to the superconscious borders of the
contact of the material with the spiritual, with the Mystery
Monitor (fragment of God that dwells within man). P.997 -
83 (91:3.5)

Prayer must never be so prostituted as to become a
substitute for action. All ethical prayer is a stimulus to
action and a guide to the progressive striving for idealistic
goals of superselfattainment. P.997 - §7 (91:4.2)

In all your praying be fair; do not expect God to show
partiality, to love you more than his other children, your
friends, neighbors, even enemies. But the prayer of the na-
tural or evolved religions is not at first ethical, as it is in the
later revealed religions. All praying, whether individual or
communal, may be either egoistic or altruistic. That is, the
prayer may be centered upon the self or upon others. When
the prayer seeks nothing for the one who prays nor any-
thing for his fellows, then such attitudes of the soul tend to
the levels of true worship. Egoistic prayers involve confes-
sions and petitions and often consist in requests for material
favors. Prayer is somewhat more ethical when it deals with
forgiveness and seeks wisdom for enhanced self-control.
P.998 - 81 (91:4.3)

While the nonselfish type of prayer is strengthening
and comforting, materialistic praying is destined to bring
disappointment and disillusionment as advancing scientific
discoveries demonstrate that man lives in a physical uni-
verse of law and order. The childhood of an individual or a
race is characterized by primitive, selfish, and materialistic
praying. And, to a certain extent, all such petitions are effi-
cacious in that they unvaryingly lead to those efforts and
exertions which are contributory to achieving the answers
to such prayers. The real prayer of faith always contributes
to the augmentation of the technique of living, even if such
petitions are not worthy of spiritual recognition. But the
spiritually advanced person should exercise great caution in
attempting to discourage the primitive or immature mind
regarding such prayers. P.998 - §2 (91:4.4)

Prayer is the technique whereby, sooner or later, every
religion becomes institutionalized. And in time prayer be-
comes associated with numerous secondary agencies, some
helpful, others decidedly deleterious, such as priests, holy
books, worship rituals, and ceremonials. P.999 - §2 (91:5.6)

Prayer is not a technique for curing real and organic
diseases, but it has contributed enormously to the enjoy-
ment of abundant health and to the cure of numerous men-
tal, emotional, and nervous ailments. And even in actual
bacterial disease, prayer has many times added to the
efficacy of other remedial procedures. Prayer has turned
many an irritable and complaining invalid into a paragon of

patience and made him an inspiration to all other human
sufferers. P.999 - 85 (91:6.2)

Prayer, even as a purely human practice, a dialogue
with one’s alter ego, constitutes a technique of the most ef-
ficient approach to the realization of those reserve powers
of human nature which are stored and conserved in the
unconscious realms of the human mind. Prayer is a sound
psychologic practice, aside from its religious implications
and its spiritual significance. It is a fact of human experi-
ence that most persons, if sufficiently hard pressed, will
pray in some way to some source of help. P.999 - 87
(91:6.4)

Prayer is not an evolution of magic; they each arose
independently. Magic was an attempt to adjust Deity to
conditions; prayer is the effort to adjust the personality to
the will of Deity. True prayer is both moral and religious;
magic is neither. P.1001 - 86 (91:8.2)

To some individuals prayer is the calm expression of
gratitude; to others, a group expression of praise, social de-
votions; sometimes it is the imitation of another’s religion,
while in true praying it is the sincere and trusting communi-
cation of the spiritual nature of the creature with the
anywhere presence of the spirit of the Creator. P.1001 - §8
(91:8.4)

God answers man’s prayer by giving him an increased
revelation of truth, an enhanced appreciation of beauty, and
an augmented concept of goodness. Prayer is a subjective
gesture, but it contacts with mighty objective realities on
the spiritual levels of human experience; it is a meaningful
reach by the human for superhuman values. It is the most
potent spiritual-growth stimulus. P.1002 - §3 (91:8.11)

Words are irrelevant to prayer; they are merely the
intellectual channel in which the river of spiritual supplica-
tion may chance to flow. The word value of a prayer is
purely autosuggestive in private devotions and socio-
suggestive in group devotions. God answers the soul’s
attitude, not the words. P.1002 - 84 (91:8.12)

Prayer is not a technique of escape from conflict but
rather a stimulus to growth in the very face of conflict. Pray
only for values, not things; for growth, not for gratification.
P.1002 - 85 (91:8.13)

Prayer is indeed a part of religious experience, but it
has been wrongly emphasized by modern religions, much
to the neglect of the more essential communion of worship.
The reflective powers of the mind are deepened and broad-
ened by worship. Prayer may enrich the life, but worship
illuminates destiny. P.1123 - 85 (102:4.5)

When men pray for providential intervention in the
circumstances of life, many times the answer to their prayer
is their own changed attitudes toward life. But providence
is not whimsical, neither is it fantastic nor magical. It is the
slow and sure emergence of the mighty sovereign of the
finite universes, whose majestic presence the evolving
creatures occasionally detect in their universe progressions.
Providence is the sure and certain march of the galaxies of

space and the personalities of time toward the goals of
eternity, first in the Supreme, then in the Ultimate, and
perhaps in the Absolute. And in infinity we believe there is
the same providence, and this is the will, the actions, the
purpose of the Paradise Trinity thus motivating the cosmic
panorama of universes upon universes. P.1307 - 84
(118:10.21)

Prayer is designed to make man less thinking but more
realizing; it is not designed to increase knowledge but
rather to expand insight. P.1616 - 86 (143:7.4)

Worship is intended to anticipate the better life ahead
and then to reflect these new spiritual significances back
onto the life which now is. Prayer is spiritually sustaining,
but worship is divinely creative. P.1616 - 85 (143:75)

Prayer is self-reminding—sublime thinking; worship is
self-forgetting—superthinking. Worship is effortless atten-
tion, true and ideal soul rest, a form of restful spiritual
exertion. P.1616 - §9 (143:7.7)

“Prayer is entirely a personal and spontaneous expres-
sion of the attitude of the soul toward the spirit; prayer
should be the communion of sonship and the expression of
fellowship. Prayer, when indited by the spirit, leads to co-
operative spiritual progress. The ideal prayer is a form of
spiritual communion which leads to intelligent worship.
True praying is the sincere attitude of reaching heavenward
for the attainment of your ideals. “Prayer is the breath of
the soul and should lead you to be persistent in your
attempt to ascertain the Father’s will. If any one of you has
a neighbor, and you go to him at midnight and say: ‘Friend,
lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine on a journey has
come to see me, and I have nothing to set before him’; and
if your neighbor answers, ‘Trouble me not, for the door is
now shut and the children and | are in bed; therefore |
cannot rise and give you bread,” you will persist, explaining
that your friend hungers, and that you have no food to offer
him. | say to you, though your neighbor will not rise and
give you bread because he is your friend, yet because of
your importunity he will get up and give you as many
loaves as you need. If, then, persistence will win favors
even from mortal man, how much more will your persis-
tence in the spirit win the bread of life for you from the
willing hands of the Father in heaven. Again | say to you:
Ask and it shall be given you; seek and you shall find;
knock and it shall be opened to you. For every one who
asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks
the door of salvation will be opened.” P.1618 - 86 (144:2.2)

The earnest and longing repetition of any petition,
when such a prayer is the sincere expression of a child of
God and is uttered in faith, no matter how ill-advised or
impossible of direct answer, never fails to expand the soul’s
capacity for spiritual receptivity. P.1621 - §1 (144:4.2)

Prayer is an antidote for harmful introspection. At least,
prayer as the Master taught it is such a beneficent ministry
to the soul. Jesus consistently employed the beneficial in-
fluence of praying for one’s fellows. The Master usually

prayed in the plural, not in the singular. Only in the great
crises of his earth life did Jesus ever pray for himself.
P.1621 - 85 (144:4.6)

Prayer is the breath of the spirit life in the midst of the
material civilization of the races of mankind. Worship is
salvation for the pleasure-seeking generations of mortals. P.
1621 - 86 (144:4.7)

Prayer is the sincere and longing look of the child to its
spirit Father; it is a psychologic process of exchanging the
human will for the divine will. Prayer is a part of the divine
plan for making over that which is into that which ought to
be. P. 1621 - 88 (144:4.9)

While the common people of Jotapata heard Jesus and
his apostles gladly and many accepted the gospel of the
kingdom, it was the discourse of Jesus to the twenty-four
on the second evening of their sojourn in this small town
that distinguishes the Jotapata mission. Nathaniel was
confused in his mind about the Master’s teachings concern-
ing prayer, thanksgiving, and worship, and in response to
his question Jesus spoke at great length in further explana-
tion of his teaching. Summarized in modern phraseology,
this discourse may be presented as emphasizing the
following points:

1. The conscious and persistent regard for iniquity in
the heart of man gradually destroys the prayer connection
of the human soul with the spirit circuits of communication
between man and his Maker. Naturally God hears the peti-
tion of his child, but when the human heart deliberately and
persistently harbors the concepts of iniquity, there gradu-
ally ensues the loss of personal communion between the
earth child and his heavenly Father.

2. That prayer which is inconsistent with the known
and established laws of God is an abomination to the
Paradise Deities. If man will not listen to the Gods as they
speak to their creation in the laws of spirit, mind, and mat-
ter, the very act of such deliberate and conscious disdain by
the creature turns the ears of spirit personalities away from
hearing the personal petitions of such lawless and disobedi-
ent mortals. Jesus quoted to his apostles from the Prophet
Zechariah: “But they refused to hearken and pulled away
the shoulder and stopped their ears that they should not
hear. Yes, they made their hearts adamant like a stone, lest
they should hear my law and the words which | sent by my
spirit through the prophets; therefore did the results of their
evil thinking come as a great wrath upon their guilty heads.
And so it came to pass that they cried for mercy, but there
was no ear open to hear.” And then Jesus quoted the
proverb of the wise man who said: “He who turns away his
ear from hearing the divine law, even his prayer shall be an
abomination.”

3. By opening the human end of the channel of the
God-man communication, mortals make immediately avail-
able the ever-flowing stream of divine ministry to the
creatures of the worlds. When man hears God’s spirit speak
within the human heart, inherent in such an experience is



experience. Neither can this subspiritual soul, without
the collaboration of some spirit of Deity, such as the
Adjuster, function above the morontia level. Neither
does the soul make final decisions until death or
translation divorces it from material association with
the mortal mind except when and as this material
mind delegates such authority freely and willingly to
such a morontia soul of associated function. During
life the mortal will, the personality power of
decision-choice, is resident in the material mind
circuits; as terrestrial mortal growth proceeds, this
self, with its priceless powers of choice, becomes
increasingly identified with the emerging morontia-
soul entity; after death and following the mansion
world resurrection, the human personality is com-
pletely identified with the morontia self. The soul is
thus the embryo of the future morontia vehicle of
personality identity.” P.1219, (111:3.2)

“A righteous soul is more to be desired than the
sovereignty of all the earth. Immortality is the goal of
sincerity; death, the end of thoughtless living. Those
who are earnest die not; the thoughtless are dead
already. Blessed are they who have insight into the
deathless state. Those who torture the living will
hardly find happiness after death. The unselfish go to
heaven, where they rejoice in the bliss of infinite
liberality and continue to increase in noble generos-
ity. Every mortal who thinks righteously, speaks no-
bly, and acts unselfishly shall not only enjoy virtue
here during this brief life but shall also, after the
dissolution of the body, continue to enjoy the delights
of heaven.” P.1447, (131:3.7)

“In speaking to those assembled, Jesus said:
‘Many of you are here, sick and afflicted, because of
your many years of wrong living. Some suffer from
the accidents of time, others as a result of the mis-
takes of their forebears, while some of you struggle
under the handicaps of the imperfect conditions of
your temporal existence. But my Father works, and |
would work, to improve your earthly state but more
especially to insure your eternal estate. None of us
can do much to change the difficulties of life unless
we discover the Father in heaven so wills. After all,
we are all beholden to do the will of the Eternal. If
you could all be healed of your physical afflictions,
you would indeed marvel, but it is even greater that
you should be cleansed of all spiritual disease and
find yourselves healed of all moral infirmities. You
are all God's children; you are the sons of the
heavenly Father. The bonds of time may seem to

afflict you, but the God of eternity loves you. And
when the time of judgment shall come, fear not, you
shall all find, not only justice, but an abundance of
mercy. Verily, verily, | say to you: He who hears the
gospel of the kingdom and believes in this teaching
of sonship with God, has eternal life; already are such
believers passing from judgment and death to light
and life. And the hour is coming in which even those
who are in the tombs shall hear the voice of the
resurrection.”” Jesus, P.1649, (147:3.3)

“If any man would come after me, let him
disregard himself, take up his responsibilities daily,
and follow me. For whosoever would save his life
selfishly, shall lose it, but whosoever loses his life for
my sake and the gospel's, shall save it. What does it
profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his own
soul? What would a man give in exchange for eternal
life?” P.1760, (158:7.5)

More questions answered:

Do dying people actually see
angels? (p438; paper 39:5)

Did Enoch of the Old Testament
really avoid death? (pl212; 514)
(papers 110; 45)

Will we remember this life?
(p1235; paper 112:5)

Will we recognize our friends and
loved ones? (p1235; paper 112:5)

What continuing life of growth and
service awaits us after death? (p530-
540; paper 47; p448-449; paper 40:6)

“As the term heaven has been used on
Urantia, it has sometimes meant these
seven mansion worlds, the first
mansion world being denominated the
first heaven, and so on to the
seventh.” P.174, (15:7.5)

The Urantia Book is a wake-up call to
our planet from the rest of the inhabited
universe, telling us where we are, who we
are, and why we are, as individuals and as a
collective human family. It is also the story
of why up to now we have been largely
ignorant of our origins, history, and destiny,
and of our place in the vast universe that our
small world has always had a beloved place
in, no matter how blind we’ve been to that.
We have never been alone, as individuals
nor as a world, and now The Urantia Book is
given us to reveal our true home—that of
our world in space and that of our individual
beings in the heart of the eternal Creator of
all things.

The spirit of God lives within each of us,
to guide us through the universe after this
life to his presence at the Source and Center
of all things. Finally, the book is also a year
by year, day by day, even minute by minute
account of the life and teachings of Joshua
ben Joseph, Jesus of Nazareth, told by
eyewitnesses to the events of the noblest and
most selfless life ever lived, a story not
limited by human vision and understanding
that clarifies and illuminates the Biblical
account.

You can find The Urantia Book in libraries and
bookstores, or you can order it from the internet. There is a
network of Urantia Book study groups all over the world
and visitors are always welcome. For study group
information, or information about general reader services,
international seminars and conferences, fellowship
gatherings, or availability of study and inspirational
materials, contact:

Ft Collins Faithers
Jill (970-267-9001), Cale (970-481-9046), Eric (303-808-1050), or
Kristen (970-988-1418)

www.urantiastudyaids.com

Life After Death

What happens when you die?

“When your earthly course in temporary form has
been run, you are to awaken on the shores of a better
world ...” “..Life in the Father's eternal creation is
not an endless rest of idleness and selfish ease but
rather a ceaseless progression in grace, truth, and
glory. Each of the many, many stations in my Father's
house is a stopping place, a life designed to prepare
you for the next one ahead. And so will the children
of light go on from glory to glory until they attain the
divine estate wherein they are spiritually perfected
even as the Father is perfect in all things.”

“Love of adventure, curiosity, and dread of
monotony—these traits inherent in evolving human
nature—were not put there just to aggravate and
annoy you during your short sojourn on earth, but
rather to suggest to you that death is only the
beginning of an endless career of adventure, an ever-
lasting life of anticipation, an eternal voyage of dis-
covery.” P.159 (14:5.10)

“There is in the mind of God a plan which em-
braces every creature of all his vast domains, and this
plan is an eternal purpose of boundless opportunity,
unlimited progress, and endless life. And the infinite
treasures of such a matchless career are yours for the
striving!” P.365 (32:5.7)

“On Urantia [earth] you pass through a short and
intense test during your initial life of material exis-
tence. On the mansion worlds and up through your
system, constellation, and local universe, you traverse
the morontia phases of ascension. On the training
worlds of the superuniverse you pass through the true
spirit stages of progression and are prepared for
eventual transit to Havona. On the seven circuits of
Havona your attainment is intellectual, spiritual, and
experiential. And there is a definite task to be a-
chieved on each of the worlds of each of these
circuits.” P.158, (14:5.1)
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“Sometimes all training worlds of mortal resi-
dence are called universe ‘mansions,” and it was to
such spheres that Jesus alluded when he said: ‘In my
Father's house are many mansions.’” P.341, (30:4.10)

“On the mansion worlds, after your vision range
is extended and you are freed from the fetters of
material comparisons, you can begin to comprehend
the meaning of those realities which "eye cannot see
nor ear hear, and which have never entered the
concept of human minds," even those things which
"God has prepared for those who love such eternal
verities." You are not always to be so limited in the
range of your vision and spiritual comprehension.”
P.269, (24:6.2)

“Morontia is a term designating a vast level inter-
vening between the material and the spiritual. It may
designate personal or impersonal realities, living or
nonliving energies. The warp of morontia is spiritual;
its woof is physical.” P.9, (0:5.12)

“From the time of graduation from the mansion
worlds to the attainment of spirit status in the super-
universe career, ascending mortals are denominated
morontia progressors. Your passage through this
wonderful borderland life will be an unforgettable
experience, a charming memory. It is the evolution-
ary portal to spirit life and the eventual attainment of
creature perfection by which ascenders achieve the
goal of time—the finding of God on Paradise.”
P.557, (48:8.1)

“Just as a butterfly emerges from the caterpillar
stage, so will the true personalities of human beings
emerge on the mansion worlds, for the first time
revealed apart from their onetime enshroudment in
the material flesh. The morontia career in the local
universe has to do with the continued elevation of the
personality mechanism from the beginning morontia
level of soul existence up to the final morontia level
of progressive spirituality.” P.1235, (112:6.1)

“After natural death all types of ascenders frater-
nize as one morontia family on the mansion worlds.
All mortals of survival status, in the custody of per-
sonal guardians of destiny, pass through the portals of
natural death and, on the third period, personalize on
the mansion worlds. Those accredited beings who
have, for any reason, been unable to attain that level
of intelligence mastery and endowment of spirituality
which would entitle them to personal guardians, can-
not thus immediately and directly go to the mansion
worlds. Such surviving souls must rest in uncon-
scious sleep until the judgment day of a new epoch, a

new dispensation, the coming of a Son of God to call
the rolls of the age and adjudicate the realm, and this
is the general practice throughout all Nebadon. It was
said of Christ Michael that, when he ascended on
high at the conclusion of his work on earth, "He led a
great multitude of captives." And these captives were
the sleeping survivors from the days of Adam to the
day of the Master's resurrection on Urantia.” P.340,
(30:4.3)

“This training of mind and education of spirit is
carried on from the worlds of human origin up
through the system mansion worlds and the other
spheres of progress associated with Jerusem, on the
seventy socializing realms attached to Edentia, and
on the four hundred and ninety spheres of spirit
progress encircling Salvington. On the universe head-
quarters itself are numerous Melchizedek schools, the
colleges of the Universe Sons, the seraphic universi-
ties, and the schools of the Teacher Sons and the
Union of Days. Every possible provision is made to
qualify the various personalities of the universe for
advancing service and improving function. The entire
universe is one vast school.” P.412 (37:6.2)

“Though seraphim are very affectionate and sym-
pathetic beings, they are not sex-emotion creatures.
They are much as you will be on the mansion worlds,
where you will ‘neither marry nor be given in
marriage but will be as the angels of heaven.” For all
who ‘shall be accounted worthy to attain the mansion
worlds neither marry nor are given in marriage;
neither do they die any more, for they are equal to the
angels.”” P.419, (38:2.2)

“On the mansion worlds you begin to learn self-
government for the benefit of all concerned. Your
mind learns co-operation, learns how to plan with
other and wiser beings. On the system headquarters
the seraphic teachers will further quicken your appre-
ciation of cosmic morality—of the interactions of
liberty and loyalty.” P.435, (39:4.10)

“On the mansion worlds you completed the unifi-
cation of the evolving mortal personality; on the
system capital you attained Jerusem citizenship and
achieved the willingness to submit the self to the
disciplines of group activities and co-ordinated un-
dertakings; but now on the constellation training
worlds you are to achieve the real socialization of
your evolving morontia personality.” P.494, (43:8.4)

“On the seven mansion worlds ascending mortals
are afforded ample opportunities for compensating
any and all experiential deprivations suffered on their

worlds of origin, whether due to inheritance, environ-
ment, or unfortunate premature termination of the
career in the flesh.” P.516, (45:6.3)

“Mansion world students who have one or more
children in the probationary nursery on the finaliters'
world, and who are deficient in essential parental ex-
perience, may apply for a Melchizedek permit which
will effect their temporary transfer from ascension
duties on the mansion worlds to the finaliter world,
where they are granted opportunity to function as as-
Sociate parents to their own and other children.”
P.517, (45:6.8)

“But irrespective of parental experience, mansion
world parents who have growing children in the pro-
bation nursery are given every opportunity to
collaborate with the morontia custodians of such
children regarding their instruction and training. And
it is one of the most touchingly beautiful scenes of all
the ascending career to observe the mansion world
parents embrace their material offspring on the occa-
sions of their periodic pilgrimages to the finaliter
world. These wards of the finaliters, these infants of
ascending mortals, are always personalized as of their
exact physical status at the time of death except for
reproductive potential. This awakening occurs at the
exact time of the parental arrival on the first mansion
world. And then are these children given every op-
portunity, as they are, to choose the heavenly way
just as they would have made such a choice on the
worlds where death so untimely terminated their
careers. On the mansion worlds the resurrected mor-
tal survivors resume their lives just where they left
off when overtaken by death. When you go from
Urantia to the first mansion world, you will notice
considerable change, but if you had come from a
more normal and progressive sphere of time, you
would hardly notice the difference except for the fact
that you were in possession of a different body; the
tabernacle of flesh and blood has been left behind on
the world of nativity.” P.531, (47:1.5)

“From the resurrection halls you proceed to the
Melchizedek sector, where you are assigned perma-
nent residence. Then you enter upon ten days of
personal liberty. You are free to explore the immedi-
ate vicinity of your new home and to familiarize
yourself with the program which lies immediately
ahead. You also have time to gratify your desire to
consult the registry and call upon your loved ones
and other earth friends who may have preceded you
to these worlds. At the end of your ten-day period of

leisure you begin the second step in the Paradise
journey, for the mansion worlds are actual training
spheres, not merely detention planets.” P.533,
(47:3.6)

“You will not acquire new languages automati-
cally; you will learn a language over there much as
you do down here, and these brilliant beings (Moron-
tia Companions) will be your language teachers. The
first study on the mansion worlds will be the tongue
of Satania and then the language of Nebadon. And
while you are mastering these new tongues, the Mo-
rontia Companions will be your efficient interpreters
and patient translators. You will never encounter a
visitor on any of these worlds but that some one of
the Morontia Companions will be able to officiate as
interpreter.” P.546, (48:3.13)

“The moment you consciousize on the mansion
worlds, you are classified as evolving spirits in the
records of the system. True, you are not yet spirits in
reality, but you are no longer mortal or material
beings; you have embarked upon the prespirit career
and have been duly admitted to the morontia life.”
P.552, (48:6.4)

“You will learn that you increase your burdens
and decrease the likelihood of success by taking
yourself too seriously. Nothing can take precedence
over the work of your status sphere—this world or
the next. Very important is the work of preparation
for the next higher sphere, but nothing equals the im-
portance of the work of the world in which you are
actually living.” P.555, (48:6.26)

“The pursuit of the ideal—the striving to be
Godlike—is a continuous effort before death and
after. The life after death is no different in the essen-
tials than the mortal existence. Everything we do in
this life which is good contributes directly to the
enhancement of the future life. Real religion does not
foster moral indolence and spiritual laziness by
encouraging the vain hope of having all the virtues of
a noble character bestowed upon one as a result of
passing through the portals of natural death. True
religion does not belittle man's efforts to progress
during the mortal lease on life. Every mortal gain is a
direct contribution to the enrichment of the first
stages of the immortal survival experience.” P.1134,
(103:5.7)

“During the life in the flesh the evolving soul is
enabled to reinforce the supermaterial decisions of
the mortal mind. The soul, being supermaterial, does
not of itself function on the material level of human
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TimelessQuestions

Answered by the
Urantia Book

“...That which the world needs most to know is: Men are the sons
of God, and through faith they can actually realize, and daily
experience, this ennobling truth.”

Who is God?

“The Universal father is the God of all creation, the First Source
and Center of all things and beings. First think of God as a creator,
then as a controller, and lastly as an infinite upholder.” “The
existence of God can never be proved by scientific experiment or
by the pure reason of logical deduction. God can be realized only
in the realms of human experience ...” “The Father's love glorifies
each child of God, illuminating each member of the celestial
family, sharply silhouetting the unique nature of each personal
being ...”

Why does God permit suffering and evil?

“...The Father does not send affliction as an arbitrary punishment
for wrongdoing.” ““...Some suffer from the accidents of time, others
as a result of the mistakes of their forebearers, while some of you
struggle under the handicaps of the imperfect conditions of your
temporal existence.” “...God is so positively good that there is
absolutely no place in him for negative evil. Evil is the immature
choosing and the unthinking misstep of those who are resistant to
goodness, rejectful of beauty, and disloyal to truth. Evil is only the
misadaptation of immaturity or the disruptive and distorting
influence of ignorance.”

What happens when you die?

“When your earthly course in temporary form has been run, you
are to awaken on the shores of a better world ...” “...Life in the
Father's eternal creation is not an endless rest of idleness and
selfish ease but rather a ceaseless progression in grace, truth, and
glory. Each of the many, many stations in my Father's house is a
stopping place, a life designed to prepare you for the next one
ahead. And so will the children of light go on from glory to glory
until they attain the divine estate wherein they are spiritually
perfected even as the Father is perfect in all things.”

What is the purpose of Jesus' life?

“Jesus is the spiritual lens in human likeness which makes visible
to the material creature Him who is invisible.” *“...Mortal man
cannot see the spirit Father; therefore have | come into the world to
show the Father to your creature eyes.” “Jesus is truly a savior in
the sense that his life and death do win men over to goodness..."
Jesus loves men so much that his love awakens the response of
love in the human heart ...” “Jesus was the perfectly unified human
personality. And today, as in Galilee, he continues to unify mortal

experience and to co-ordinate human endeavors. He unifies life,
ennobles character, and simplifies experience. He enters the human
mind to elevate, transform, and transfigure it.”

Are angels real?

“The angelic hosts are a separate order of created beings; they are
entirely different from the material order of mortal creatures, and
they function as a distinct group of universe intelligences.” “The
angels are the spirit servants in heaven, and they are neither all-
wise nor all-powerful. But all of the loyal angels are truly pure and
holy.” “The angelic hosts have only a spiritual kinship with the
human race.” “...They do experience feelings and sentiments of a
spiritual nature which are in certain ways comparable to human
emotions.” “The teaching about guardian angels is not a myth;
certain groups of human beings do actually have personal angels.”
“Angels are so near you and care so feelingly for you that they
figuratively “weep because of you willful intolerance and
stubbornness.”

Is there intelligent life on other worlds?

“The immensity of the far-flung creation of the Universal Father is
utterly beyond the grasp of finite imagination; the enormousness of
the master universe staggers the concept of even my order of
being. But the mortal mind can be taught much about the plan and
arrangement of the universes; you can know something of their
physical organization and marvelous administration; you may learn
much about the various groups of intelligent beings who inhabit
the seven superuniverses of time and the central universe of
eternity.” “The myriads of planetary systems were all made to be
eventually inhabited by many different types of intelligent
creatures, beings who could know God, receive the divine
affection, and love him in return.”

Does God hear and answer your prayers?

“...The sincerity of any prayer is the assurance of its being heard
... “Do not hesitate to pray the prayers of spirit longing; doubt not
that you shall receive the answer to your petitions.” “Words are
irrelevant to prayer; they are merely the intellectual channel in
which the river of spiritual supplication may chance to flow ... God
answers the soul's attitude, not the words.” “Prayer is not a
technique of escape from conflict but rather a stimulus to growth in
the very face of conflict. Pray only for values, not things; for
growth, not for gratification.”

Why are you here?

“There is in the mind of God a plan which embraces every creature
of all his vast domains, and this plan is an eternal purpose of
boundless opportunity, unlimited progress, and endless life. And
the infinite treasures of such a matchless career are yours for the
striving!” “This is the true meaning of that divine command, “Be
you perfect, even as [ am perfect,” which ever urges mortal man
onward and beckons him inward in that long and fascinating
struggle for the attainment of higher and higher levels of spiritual
values and true universe meanings.” “There is a great and glorious
purpose in the march of the universes through space. All of your
mortal struggling is not in vain.” “The whole marvelous and
universal mechanism moves on majestically through space to the
music of the meter of the infinite thought and the eternal purpose

Is God always with you?

“The great God makes direct contact with mortal man and gives a
part of his infinite and eternal and incomprehensible self to live
and dwell within him.” “...What a mistake to dream of God far off
in the skies when the spirit of the Universal Father lives within
your own mind!” “...If you will submit to the leading of the
indwelling spirit, you will be unerringly guided, step by step, life
by life, through universe upon universe, and age by age, until you
finally stand in the presence of the Paradise personality of the
Universal Father.”

Will there ever be harmony between science, religion and
philosophy?

“...True science can have no lasting quarrel with true religion.”
“There are just three elements in universal reality: fact, idea, and
relation.” “Science deals with facts; religion is concerned only with
values. Through enlightened philosophy the mind endeavors to
unite the meanings of both facts and values, thereby arriving at a
concept of complete reality.” “Every impulse of every electron,
thought, or spirit is an acting unit in the whole universe.”

What is the value of marriage and family life?

“Marriage has given mankind the home, and the home is the
crowning glory of the whole long and arduous evolutionary
struggle.” ““...Of all social relations calculated to develop character,
the most effective and ideal is the affectionate and understanding
friendship of man and woman in the mutual embrace of intelligent

wedlock.” ““... Almost everything of lasting value in civilization has
its roots in the family.” “...The family is man's greatest purely
human achievement, ...” “The home (is) man's supreme

evolutionary acquirement and civilization's only hope of survival.”

The Urantia Book is one of the great mysteries of
the 20th century. Little is known about its origin. It
skillfully integrates science, religion, and
philosophy. Within its pages are amazing accounts
of the nature of God, universe origin and destiny, the
history and evolution of earth, and the entire life and
teachings of Jesus. The Urantia Book discusses such
diverse topics as history, life after death, personal
spiritual growth, and marriage and family. It is
divided into four sections: The Central and
Superuniverses, the Local Universe, the History of
Urantia (“our heavenly place,” earth), and the Life
and Teachings of Jesus. Readers around the globe
agree that reading the Urantia Book is a life-
transforming experience.

You can find The Urantia Book in libraries and
bookstores, or you can order it from the internet.

The Ft Collins Faithers
Jill (970-267-9001), Cale (970-481-9046), Eric
(303-808-1050), or Kristen (970-988-1418)
www.urantiastudyaids.com
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experience of living this life that is important. Even
the work of this world, paramount though it is, is not
nearly so important as the way in which you do this
work. There is no material reward for righteous liv-
ing, but there is profound satisfaction—conscious-
ness of achievement—and this transcends any
conceivable material reward. (435:6, 39:4.13)

DO NOT BE SO slothful as to ask God to solve
your difficulties, but never hesitate to ask him for
wisdom and spiritual strength to guide and sustain
you while you yourself resolutely and courageously
attack the problems at hand. (999:7, 91:6.5)

DO NOT PERMIT the magnitude of God, his
infinity, either to obscure or eclipse his personality.
“He who planned the ear, shall he not hear? He who
formed the eye, shall he not see?” The Universal
Father is the acme of divine personality; he is the
origin and destiny of personality throughout all
creation. God is both infinite and personal; he is an
infinite personality. The Father is truly a personality,
notwithstanding that the infinity of his person places
him forever beyond the full comprehension of mate-
rial and finite beings. (27:3, 1:5.1)

GOD IS NOT ONLY the determiner of destiny;
he is man’s eternal destination. All nonreligious hu-
man activities seek to bend the universe to the distort-
ing service of self; the truly religious individual seeks
to identify the self with the universe and then to
dedicate the activities of this unified self to the serv-
ice of the universe family of fellow beings, human
and superhuman. (67:1, 5:4.3)

THE SPIRIT never drives, only leads. If you are
a willing learner, if you want to attain spirit levels
and reach divine heights, if you sincerely desire to
reach the eternal goal, then the divine Spirit will
gently and lovingly lead you along the pathway of
sonship and spiritual progress. Every step you take
must be one of willingness, intelligent and cheerful
co-operation. The domination of the Spirit is never
tainted with coercion nor compromised by
compulsion. (381:5, 34:6.11)

WHEN YOU ARE through down here, when
your course has been run in temporary form on earth,
when your trial trip in the flesh is finished, when the
dust that composes the mortal tabernacle “returns to
the earth whence it came”; then, it is revealed, the
indwelling “Spirit shall return to God who gave it.”
There sojourns within each moral being of this planet
a fragment of God, a part and parcel of divinity. It is
not yet yours by right of possession, but it is design-

edly intended to be one with you if you survive the
mortal existence. (26:5, 1:4.3)

THE RELIGION of Jesus is the most dynamic
influence ever to activate the human race. Jesus shat-
tered tradition, destroyed dogma, and called mankind
to the achievement of its highest ideals in time and
eternity—to be perfect, even as the Father in heaven
is perfect. (1091:2, 99:5.3)

RELIGION DOES NEED new leaders, spiritual
men and women who will dare to depend solely on
Jesus and his incomparable teachings. If Christianity
persists in neglecting its spiritual mission while it
continues to busy itself with social and material
problems, the spiritual renaissance must await the
coming of these new teachers of Jesus’ religion who
will be exclusively devoted to the spiritual regenera-
tion of men. And then will these spirit-born souls
quickly supply the leadership and inspiration requi-
site for the social, moral, economic, and political re-
organization of the world. (2082:10, 195:9.4)

JESUS TAUGHT: You shall not portray your
teacher as a man of sorrows. Future generations shall
know also the radiance of our joy, the buoyance of
our good will, and the inspiration of our good humor.
We proclaim a message of good news which is
infectious in its transforming power. Our religion is
throbbing with new life and new meanings. Those
who accept this teaching are filled with joy and in
their hearts are constrained to rejoice evermore.
Increasing happiness is always the experience of all
who are certain about God. (1766:6, 159:3.10)

A NEW AND FULLER revelation of the
religion of Jesus is destined to conquer an empire of
materialistic secularism and to overthrow a world
sway of mechanistic naturalism. Urantia is now
quivering on the very brink of one of its most
amazing and enthralling epochs of social
readjustment, moral quickening, and spiritual
enlightenment. (2082:8, 195:9.2)

A THOROUGHLY SELFISH soul cannot pray
in the true sense of the word. (1639:4, 146:2.9 8) But
real praying does attain reality. Even when the air
currents are ascending, no bird can soar except by
outstretched wings. Prayer elevates man because it is
a technique of progressing by the utilization of the
ascending spiritual currents of the universe...(1002:1,
91:8.9) Words are irrelevant to prayer...God answers
the soul’s attitude, not the words. (1002:4, 91:8.12)

THE FATHER in heaven has forgiven you even
before you have thought to ask him, but such forgive-

ness is not available in your personal religious expe-
rience until such a time as you forgive your fellow
men. God’s forgiveness in fact is not conditioned
upon your forgiving your fellows, but in experience it
is exactly so conditioned...(1638:4, 146:2.4 3)

TRUE IT IS, you mortals are of earthly, animal
origin; your frame is indeed dust. But if you actually
will, if you really desire, surely the heritage of the
ages is yours, and you shall someday serve through-
out the universes in your true characters—children of
the Supreme God of experience and divine sons of
the Paradise Father of all personalities. (1240:1,
112:7.19)

THERE IS IN THE MIND OF GOD A PLAN
which embraces every creature of all his vast
domains, and this plan is an eternal purpose of
boundless opportunity, unlimited progress, and end-
less life. And the infinite treasures of such a
matchless career are yours for the striving! The goal
of eternity is ahead! The adventure of divinity attain-
ment lies before you! The race for perfection is on!
Whosoever will may enter, and certain victory will
crown the efforts of every human being who will run
the race of faith and trust, depending every step of the
way on the leading of the indwelling Adjuster and on
the guidance of that good spirit of the Universe Son,
which so freely has been poured out upon all flesh.
(365:3-4, 32:5.7-8)

HAVING STARTED out on the way of life
everlasting, having accepted the assignment and
received your orders to advance, do not fear the
dangers of human forgetfulness and mortal
inconstancy, do not be troubled with doubts of failure
or by perplexing confusion, do not falter and question
your status and standing, for in every dark hour, at
every crossroad in the forward struggle, the Spirit of
Truth will always speak, saying, “This is the way.”
(383:2, 34:7.8)

OF GOD, the most inescapable of all presences,
the most real of all facts, the most living of all truths,
the most loving of all friends, and the most divine of
all values, we have the right to be the most certain of
all universe experiences. (1127:4, 102:7.10)
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The Urantia Book
Selected Excerpts

DURING THE psychologically unsettled times
of the twentieth century, amid the economic
upheavals, the moral crosscurrents, and the
sociologic rip tides of the cyclonic transitions of a
scientific era, thousands upon thousands of men and
women have become humanly dislocated; they are
anxious, restless, fearful, uncertain, and unsettled; as
never before in the world’s history they need the
consolation and stabilization of sound religion. In the
face of unprecedented scientific achievement and
mechanical development there is spiritual stagnation
and philosophic chaos. (1090:2, 99:4.6)

THE MATERIALISTIC sociologist of today
surveys a community, makes a report thereon, and
leaves the people as he found them. Nineteen hun-
dred years ago, unlearned Galileans surveyed Jesus
giving his life as a spiritual contribution to man’s
inner experience and then went out and turned the
whole Roman Empire upside down. But religious
leaders are making a great mistake when they try to
call modern man to spiritual battle with the trumpet
blasts of the Middle Ages. Religion must provide
itself with new and up-to-date slogans. Neither
democracy nor any other political panacea will take
the place of spiritual progress . . . If the universe were
merely a mechanism and mind were unapart from
matter, we would never have two differing interpreta-
tions of any observed phenomenon. The concepts of
truth, beauty, and goodness are not inherent in either
physics or chemistry. A machine cannot know, much
less know truth, hunger for righteousness, and cherish
goodness. Science may be physical, but the mind of
the truth-discerning scientist is at once supermaterial.
Matter knows not truth, neither can it love mercy nor
delight in spiritual realities. (2077, 195:6.9)

THE INCONSISTENCY of the modern mech-
anist is: If this were merely a material universe and
man only a machine, such a man would be wholly
unable to recognize himself as such a machine, and
likewise would such a machine-man be wholly
unconscious of the fact of the existence of such a
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material universe. The materialistic dismay and de-
spair of a mechanistic science has failed to recognize
the fact of the spirit-indwelt mind of the scientist
whose very supermaterial insight formulates these
mistaken and self-contradictory concepts of a mate-
rialistic universe. (2078:6, 195:7.3)

THE VERY CLAIM of materialism implies a
supermaterial consciousness of the mind which pre-
sumes to assert such dogmas. A mechanism might
deteriorate, but it could never progress. Machines do
not think, create, dream, aspire, idealize, hunger for
truth, or thirst for righteousness. They do not moti-
vate their lives with the passion to serve other
machines and to choose as their goal of eternal
progression the sublime task of finding God and
striving to be like him. Machines are never intellec-
tual, emotional, aesthetic, ethical, moral, or spiritual.
(2079:9, 195:7.14)

CURIOSITY—THE SPIRIT of investigation,
the urge of discovery, the drive of exploration—is a
part of the inborn and divine endowment of
evolutionary space creatures. These natural impulses
were not given you merely to be frustrated and
repressed. True, these ambitious wurges must
frequently be restrained during your short life on
earth, disappointment must be often experienced, but
they are to be fully realized and gloriously gratified
during the long ages to come. (160:1, 14:5.11)

IN SCIENCE, GOD IS the First Cause; in
religion, the universal and loving Father; in philoso-
phy, the one being who exists by himself, not
dependent on any other being for existence but
beneficently conferring reality of existence on all
things and upon all other beings. But it requires
revelation to show that the First Cause of science and
the self-existent Unity of philosophy are the God of
religion, full of mercy and goodness and pledged to
effect the eternal survival of his children on earth.
(59:3,4:4.7)

THE RELIGIOUS CHALLENGE of this age is
to those farseeing and forward-looking men and
women of spiritual insight who will dare to construct
a new and appealing philosophy of living out of the
enlarged and exquisitely integrated modern concepts
of cosmic truth, universe beauty, and divine
goodness. Such a new and righteous vision of
morality will attract all that is good in the mind of
man and challenge that which is best in the human
soul. Truth, beauty, and goodness are divine realities,
and as man ascends the scale of spiritual living, these

supreme qualities of the Eternal become increasingly
co-ordinated and unified in God, who is love. (43:3,
2:7.10)

EVERY RACE OF MANKIND has its own
mental outlook upon human existence; therefore must
the religion of the mind ever run true to these various
racial viewpoints. Never can the religions of author-
ity come to unification. Human unity and mortal
brotherhood can be achieved only by and through the
superendowment of the religion of the spirit. Racial
minds may differ, but all mankind is indwelt by the
same divine and eternal spirit. The hope of human
brotherhood can only be realized when, and as, the
divergent mind religions of authority become impreg-
nated with, and overshadowed by, the unifying and
ennobling religion of the spirit—the religion of
personal spiritual experience. (1732:1, 155:6.8 )

OF HEALTH AND SANITY man understands
much, but of happiness he has truly realized very
little. The highest happiness is indissolubly linked
with spiritual progress. Spiritual growth yields lasting
joy, peace which passes all understanding. (1097:7,
100:4.3)

THE FULL SUMMATION of human life is the
knowledge that man is educated by fact, ennobled by
wisdom, and saved—ijustified—by religious faith.
(2094:3, 196:3.4) Religionists seem to live in effec-
tive emancipation from harrying haste and the painful
stress of the vicissitudes inherent in the temporal
currents of time; they exhibit a stabilization of per-
sonality and a tranquility of character not explained
by the laws of physiology, psychology, and sociol-
ogy. (1119:8, 102:2.3) Convictions about God may
be arrived at through wise reasoning, but the individ-
ual becomes God-knowing only by faith, through
personal experience. (1124:7, 102:6.5)

RELIGION INSPIRES MAN to live coura-
geously and joyfully on the face of the earth; it joins
patience with passion, insight to zeal, sympathy with
power, and ideals with energy. Man can never wisely
decide temporal issues or transcend the selfishness of
personal interests unless he meditates in the presence
of the sovereignty of God and reckons with the
realities of divine meanings and spiritual values.
(1093:1, 99:7.3)

THERE IS A GREAT and glorious purpose in
the march of the universes through space. All of your
mortal struggling is not in vain. We are all part of an
immense plan, a gigantic enterprise, and it is the
vastness of the undertaking that renders it impossible

to see very much of it at any one time and during any
one life. We are all a part of an eternal project which
the Gods are supervising and outworking. The whole
marvelous and universal mechanism moves on
majestically through space to the music of the meter
of the infinite thought and the eternal purpose of the
First Great Source and Center. (364:3, 32:5.1)

THE ETERNAL GOD is infinitely more than
reality idealized or the universe personalized. God is
not simply the supreme desire of man, the mortal
quest objectified. Neither is God merely a concept,
the power-potential of righteousness. The Universal
Father is not a synonym for nature, neither is he
natural law personified. God is a transcendent reality,
not merely man’s traditional concept of supreme
values. God is not a psychological focalization of
spiritual meanings, neither is he “the noblest work of
man.” God may be any or all of these concepts in the
minds of men, but he is more. He is a saving person
and a loving Father to all who enjoy spiritual peace
on earth, and who crave to experience personality
survival in death. (23:5, 1:2.2)

THERE IS NO real religion apart from a highly
active personality...true religion is alive. (1120:4,
102:2.7) Personality is that cosmic endowment, that
phase of universal reality, which can coexist with
unlimited change and at the same time retain its
identity in the very presence of all such changes, and
forever afterward. (1434:5, 130:4.6) Personality is
basically changeless; that which changes—grows—is
the moral character. (1572:7, 140:4.7) Human per-
sonality is the time-space image-shadow cast by the
divine Creator personality. (29:7, 1:6.1) Snow
crystals are always hexagonal in form, but no two are
ever alike. Children conform to types, but no two are
exactly alike, even in the case of twins. Personality
follows types but is always unique. (1220:5, 111:4.6)
Few mortals ever dare to draw anything like the sum
of personality credits established by the combined
ministries of nature and grace. The majority of
impoverished souls are truly rich, but they refuse to
believe it. (556:6, 48:7.6 4)

THE RELIGION of the spirit means effort,
struggle, conflict, faith, determination, love, loyalty,
and progress. The religion of the mind—the theology
of authority—requires little or none of these exertions
from its formal believers. Tradition is a safe refuge
and an easy path for those fearful and halfhearted
souls who instinctively shun the spirit struggles and
mental uncertainties associated with those faith

voyages of daring adventure out upon the high seas
of unexplored truth in search for the farther shores of
spiritual realities as they may be discovered by the
progressive human mind and experienced by the
evolving human soul. (1729:6, 155:5.11)

ALMOST EVERYTHING of lasting value in
civilization has its roots in the family. (765:5, 68:2.8)
The family is man’s greatest purely human achieve-
ment, combining as it does the evolution of the
biologic relations of male and female with the social
relations of husband and wife. (939:3, 84:6.8) Fathers
are not like judges, enemies, or creditors. Real
families are built upon tolerance, patience, and for-
giveness. (1604:6, 142:7.11) The homes, churches,
and schools of one generation predetermine the
character trend of the succeeding generation. (909:7,
81:6.26) Truly, it is not good for man to be alone.
(1775:7, 160:2.6)

WHEN THE FLOOD TIDES of human
adversity, selfishness, cruelty, hate, malice, and
jealousy beat about the mortal soul, you may rest in
the assurance that there is one inner bastion, the
citadel of the spirit, which is absolutely unassailable;
at least this is true of every human being who has
dedicated the keeping of his soul to the indwelling
spirit of the eternal God. (1096:4, 100:2.7)

NEVER FORGET there is only one adventure
which is more satisfying and thrilling than the
attempt to discover the will of the living God, and
that is the supreme experience of honestly trying to
do that divine will. And fail not to remember that the
will of God can be done in any earthly occupation.
Some callings are not holy and others secular. All
things are sacred in the lives of those who are spirit
led; that is, subordinated to truth, ennobled by love,
dominated by mercy, and restrained by fairness—
justice. (1732:4, 155:6.11)

PERSONAL, SPIRITUAL religious experience
is an efficient solvent for most mortal difficulties; it
is an effective sorter, evaluator, and adjuster of all
human problems. Religion does not remove or de-
stroy human troubles, but it does dissolve, absorb,
illuminate, and transcend them. True religion unifies
the personality for effective adjustment to all mortal
requirements. (2093:6, 196:3.1)

YOUR SHORT SOJOURN on Urantia, on this
sphere of mortal infancy, is only a single link, the
very first in the long chain that is to stretch across
universes and through the eternal ages. It is not so
much what you learn in this first life; it is the





